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OF THE FIRST 
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OF THE 


PROTESTANT RELIGION. 


CHAP. I. 


Of the State of Religion in Chriſtendom before the 
Riſe of Proteflancy : Of Martin Luther, and 
his Followers : Of their firſt taking the Name of 
Proteftants ; and of the Succeſs of their Doctrine. 


HAT was the State of Religion in 
S| Chriſtendom before the Year of our 
Sb Lord 1500? 
4A. The eſtabliſh'd Church, as 
| well in England, as throughout 
| | all the reſt of Chriſtendom, was at that time the 
| Reman Catholick. This is a Matter of Fact, 
| which cannot be call'd in queſtion ; and therefore I 
| need not loſe my time, 1 Authors that 
F 2 ear 


4 A fhort Hiftory of the 


bear witneſs to it. Only I ſhall take notice, for 

as much as concerns England in particular, that all 

kind of Monuments convince us, that our Anceftors 

were Papiſts. This appears evident from the Names 
of our Churches dedicated to Catholick Saints; from 
the Ruins of the religious Houſes every where re- | 
maining; from the very Names of our Streets, 
Pater-N:ter- Row, Ave- Mary-Lane, Black- Fryers, 
White- Fryers, &c. from the Name of Maß ſtill 
kept in the Denominations of our Holidays, as 
Chriſtmaſs, Candlemaſs, M:chaelnaſs, &c. not to 
ſpeak of the Names of M- dneſday, Paln-Sun- 

day, Ember-Days, N gatian-Dars, Ladj- Day, all | 

left amongſt us by our Forefathers, and Tokens 

of their Religion. 
. But ruere there not ſome at that time wha dij- 
fented from the Church e, Rome? 
A. Yes, there were ſome few Faud:is (fo calbd | 
from Naldo a Merchant of Ly:ns in the 12th Centu- | 
| 


— 
a © 


ry) in the Valleys of Piedmont; ſome Lollerds or 
Diſciples of 1/:c#l:f in England ; and ſome of the 
Followers of Jehn Huſs in Bohemia. 5 

Q. And were nit theſe Proteſtants ? 

A. They protc/tcd in ſome Things againſt the 
Church of R:me : But were not of the fame R- | 
ligion with Proteſtants now-a-davs, from whom |! 
they differ'd in many Articles. It may not be d- 
med, ſays Dr. Heylin, ſpeaking of the Doctrine of | | 
the Vaudis (Crjmeg. 5th Edit. p. 195.) but that 
amongſt ſome god Wheat there were many Tares. , 
And J laat not, ſays he, on theſe Men as Founders | © 

of the Proteſtant Church, or of the ſame Church with = 
them. As for IWVicklef and Hus, they both faid 
Maſs to their dying Day, aud therefore could be ; 
no Proteſtants. And as for the Lellards, Dr. Fid- | 
des, in his Life of IWalſty, Chap. 5. blames Mr. | 
Fx for ranking them amongſt his Martyrs: Be- 
cauſe they were involved in great Errors, a 


—— 


of Luther's Order, who had been accuſtom'd to be 


no longer kept any Meaſures with that See. 


| Flanders, the Divines of Paris and Louvain, in 
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ſuch as were of pernicious Conſequence to the State. 
And in the ſame Chapter, Num. 2. p. 34. he lets 
us know that the Hiſſite: of Bebemia differ'd not 
much from the eſtabſiſh' F Doctrine or Worſhip of 
the Raman Catholicks. 

Q. Whe was then the firſt Preacher of the Pro- 
teflant Re/igim # 

A. Martin Luther, an A:g/tin Fryer of Mit- 
tember in Saxony. 

Q. J/hen, and wpon W, nt Occ aſran, did Luther 
begin to fall out with the Pepe and the Church of 
Rome? 

A. In the Year 1517, upon occaſion of certain 
Indulgences; the Pfłaching of which was commit- 
ted to the Dominican Fryers, preferably to thoſe 


employ'd upon ſuch Occaſions. However, for 
ſome time after this he profeſs'd himſelf ready to 
ſubmit to the Pope's Determination; till finding 
his Doctrine condemn'd at Rome, Anno 1520, he 


QI bat Encouragement did Luther meet with 
in this Undertating? 

A. At firſt, he tels us, (Pref. Operum Mittemb.) 
he was all alone; and therefore proceeded more 
timorouſly ; but by degrees many came into his 
Way of thinking. The firſt Perſons of any Note 
that openly eſpous'd his Quarrel, were Andrew 
Carl:/?adius Archdeacon of Hittemberg, and Philty 
Melanfhon Greek Profeflor in that Univerſity : 
But his chief Support was the Elector of Saxony, his 
Soveraign. | 

Q. Who were the firſt and chief Perſons who 
wrote againſt Luther? 

A. In Germany, Eckius, Cechlæus and Faber, 
three learned Divines ; in Hag, Silveſter de Prierio 
the General of the Dominicans; in France and 


A. 2 | their 
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their reſpective Cenſures ; in England, Biſhop Fiber, 


Sir Thomas More, and King Henry VIII. who wrote 
a Book of the ſeven Sacraments againſt Luther's 
| Babyloniſh Captivity ; which Book procured to this 
Prince the Title of Defender of the Faith, given him 
by Pope Leo X. upon. that Occaſion : Which Title 
his Succeſſors have retain'd ever ſince, tho” th 
have forſaken that Faith which he then defended. 
| Q. IF hat was the Argument with which Luther 
found himſelf met preſs'd, and which gave his Con- 
ſcience the greateſt Difficulty ? 

A. The Authority and Practice of the whole 
Church of God, which for ſo many Ages had 
eſtabliſh'd that Popery which he impugn'd. With 
% how many Medicines, ſays he, in the Preface to 
his Book for aboliſhing private Maſſes, T. 2. Wit- 
temb. Fol. 244. 2. with what ſtrong and evident 
«« 'Texts of Scripture, have I ſcarce yet ſettled my 
«© own Conſcience, to dare, being but one ſingle 
«© Man, to contradit the Pope, and believe him 
« Antichriſt, the Biſhops his Apoſtles, and the 
« Univerſities his Stews? How often has my 
„ trembling Heart reprehended me, objecting their 
5 ſtrongeſt and only Argument: Are you the only 
« Man of Senſe in the World? Are ſo many all 
<< in the wrong ? Have ſo many Ages paſs d in Igno- 


&« rance? What if you ſhould be the Perſon that is 


«< miftaken, and lead ſo many others into Error, to 
« be damn'd with you to all Eternity ? 
Q. What ſaid Luther to the Authority of the 
ancient Fathers, which his Adverſaries objected to 
bim? | 
A. He faid, they were all blind, L. de ſervo Arb. 

T. 2. Fol. 480. 2. And that he cared not a Ruſh if 
a thouſand Auguſtins or a thouſand Cyprians /ood 
againſt him. L. contra Regem Angliæ, Tom. 2. 
344. And that he concerned net himſelf what Am- 

broſe, Auguſtin, the Councils or Practice Ts 
| and . 
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' ſaid : That be knew their Opinions ſo well as io de- 


clare againſt them. Ibidem Fol. 347. 1. 

Q. Ls it true, that Luther had a Conference with 
Satan about the Maſs ? 

A. It is certainly true : Since Luther himſelf has 
given us an Account of it at large, in his Book de 
Miſſa Privata & Unctione Sacerdatum. T. 7. Fol. 
228, Ec. 

Q. What was the Reſult of this Conference ? 

A. The Devil's Arguments convinced Luther that 
the Maſs was an Abomination, which from that 
time forward he ceas d not to cry down both by 
Word and Writing. 

Did not Luther 8 fon after his Revolt 


from the Church of Rome? 


A. Yes, in the Year 1525, he married Catharine 
Boren a profeſs'd Nun, who had found Means not 
long before to eſcape out of her Convent: In which, 
as he follow'd the Example of Carlſtadius, who had 
married a little while before ; ſo was he imitated by 
all, or almoſt all the firft Preachers of the Proteſtant 


Religion; who were not willing to labour in the 


Goſpel without Helpmates. 
Q. By what Name did Luther's Diſciples fir/? 
call themſelves ? 


A. The Name they firſt took was that of Evan- 


gelics or Goſpellers; till, in the Year : 
the Name of Preteſtants 9 

Q. Upon what Occaſim did the Follotuers Lu- 
ther take the Name of 1 ? 

A. Upon Occaſion of the Decree publiſh'd againſt 
them in the Diet (or Parliament) which was held 
that Year at Spire upon the Rhine. Againſt this 
Decree, fix Princes of the Empire, and fourteen 
Cities enter'd their Proteſt, and from this Proteſt 
took the Name of Prote/tants. See Sleidan, I. 6. 
and Luke Oftander, L. 2. Cap. . 


A4, Q. bn 


529, they took 
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Q. In what Countries did Luther' Doctrine firft 
gain Firting ? 

A. In the North of Germany, in the Kingdoms 
of Denmark and Sweden, and in ſome Parts of Po- 


land, 


Q. Il ben was Lutheraniſm fit eftablif'd in 
Denmark ? 

A. In the Time of King Frederick I. who ha- 
ving deprived his Nephew Chri/ticrn II. of his 
Kingdom began to reign in the Year 1522, and, 
by the Miniftry of Pugenhage a Luthiran Divine 
of Pomerania, brought in the Lutheran Dactrine 
into his Dominions: He remov'd all the Biſhops, 
(not one of which could be perſuaded to the Change 
of Religion) and ſubſtituted others in their Places, 
in Number as before, but much abridged of their 
Revenues, and a great Part of their Power. Hey- 
lin, Coſmog. p. 106. 

Q. When, andy whom, was Luther' Doctrine 
ferft ſettled in Sweden? 

A. In the Time and by the Authority of Gu/ta- 
ws Ericus (who having expelled King Chriftiern, 
began to reign in the Year 1523) ſollicited there- 
unto, ſays Dr. Heylm Coſmog. p. 120, „ by one 
« Peter Nevicius a Lutheran Divine «-- but chiefly 
« moved (as others ſay) by a Deſire to appropri- 
&« ate to himfelf the Goods of the Church. And 
ce this appears to have had ſome ſtrong Influence 
upon him in it, in that he preſently ſeized upon 
« what he pleaſed, and made a Law that Biſhops 
« ſhould enjoy no more than the King thought fit. 


Q. Den did Luther's Detrine firſt enter into 


Poland ? 
A. Dantzick, ſays Dr. Heylin (Cofmog. p. 148) 
« was the firſt Town in the Kingdom of Poland 
« which gave Entrance to the Doctrines of Lu- 
« ther, Anno 1525, but in fo tumultuous a man- 
« ner, that they, that favoured his Opinions, de- 
4 pofed 
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« poſed the old Common-Council-Men, and cre- 
«© ated new ones of their own, profaned the Churches, 
& robb'd them of their Ornaments, and ſhameful- 
© ly abuſed the Prieſts and religious Perſons, abo- 
„ liſhed the Maſs, and altered all things at their 
«© Pleaſure, But by the coming of the King they 
© grew ſomewhat quieter, leaving one Convent of 
« Black Fryers, and two of Nuns, who ſtill en- 
joy the Exerciſe of their Religion.” The like 
tumultuous Reformations made by the Mob were 
not unfrequent in theſe Times in many other 
Cities, 

Q. bo was the chief Stickier amongſt the Princes 
of Germany r Luther ana his Doctrine. 

A. Philip, Landgrave of Heſſe ; to whom Luther 
was fo complaiſant as to allow him to have two 
Wives at once. This Licence was granted in the 
Year 1539, and ſubſcribed by Luther, Melanct bon, 
Bucer and five other Divines. The Matter of 
Fact is out of all Diſpute ; and all the Writings 
and Deeds that related to it, have been publiſh'd 
to the World by Charles-Lewis Elector Palatine, 


and by Prince Erugſtus of Heſſe, Deſcendant of the 
aforeſaid Philip. 


* — 
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CH AE. I. 


O Luther's Qarrel with Carloſtadius, end of the 
Drivifzens that injred thereupon amangſi Proteſtants : 
Of Zannglus,  CEcolampadius and Calvin, of 
cer Seti of Proteſtants, and of the Fruits of theſe 
Diviſions. | 


Q. WW 7 AT was the firſt and greatej? Stop to the 
Refſermatign begun by Luther? 

A. If we believe Dr. Heylin, C:ſmeog. lib. 2, p. 37. 
the Differences, which commenced among the re- 
5 formed 
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formed Churches, were the firſt and greateſt Stop 
to the Reformation from proceeding farther : Many 
Men, not improbably, ſays the Doctor, think- 
ing there mult be ſome want of Truth in the 
„% Foundation of that Building, which had ſuch 
« wide and open Breaches in the Superſtructures. 
. What was the firſt Origin of thoſe Differences? 
2 'T hey firſt wa by a ling na 
Luther and Carleſſadiut, who, as we have taken 
notice, was the firſt Man of any Note that openly 
embraced Luther's Tenets, This Man, during 
Luther's Abſence, who was obliged for a while 
to abſcond for fear of the Emperor Charles V. 
Anno 1521, had, without conſulting Luther, pull'd 
down all the Images in the Church of J7ittemberg, 
aboliſh'd the Elevation of the Hoſt in the Mats, 
and reſtored the Communion in both Kinds. Lu- 
ther was not ſatisfied with theſe Proceedings: Per- 
haps becauſe attempted without his Participation, 
So far is certain, that at his Return from his Pat- 
mos (for fo he call'd the Place where he was hid) 
he loudly declared againſt them; inſomuch that in 
one of his Sermons preach'd upon this Occaſion, 
T. 7. Ful. 275. 2. without naming Carlſtadius, 
he threaten'd the Authors of theſe Changes, that 
if they went on in this manner, he would 
« fairly tack about, and recall all that he had writ 
« or faid, and leave them all in the Lurch. Take 
« this fora Warning, Pray what Harm would 
„% the Popiſh Maſs do you.” 
Q. But did Luther's Quarrel with Carloſtadius 
fe here ? | | 
A. No. Theſe were but the firſt Bickerings 
between them: The War was not proclaim'd till 
the 22d of Augu/t 1524, and that in the following 
manner : Luther had preached that Day a Sermon 
at Jena in Saxeny, in Preſence of Carleſtadius, 


whom he accuſed of having ſtirred up the People 
; to 
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to Sedition at Orlemonde. Carleftadius, after the 
Sermon was ended, came to the Inn where Luther 
lodg'd, which was the Black Bear in ena; and 
there, after ſome other Diſcourſe, ſignified to him, 
that he could not endure that Opinion of his of 
the real Preſence of the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
in the bleſſed Sacrament. Luther with a ſcornfal 
Air ſet him at Defiance, and promis'd him a Fle- 
rin of Gold (which he drew out of his Purſe) if he 
would undertake to write a Book againſt the Doc- 
trine of the real Preſence which he maintain'd ; 
Carlaſtadius, after ſome Demur, accepted of the 
Offer, and pocketed the Money ; upon which they 
ſhook Hands, and confirmed the Challenge by a 
Bumper, according to the. Faſhion of that try. 
And thus was the War declared, which without 
any Interruption has continued between the two 
great Parties of the Proteſtants, viz. the Lutherans 
and Sacramentartans ever ſince. See Heſpinian's ſe- 
cond Part ad annum 1524, Fol. 32. 
; Q. bat fallew'd after this firſt Declaration of 
War? 
A. Carliſtadius ſoon found Saxony too hot for 
him; but in Switzerland he met with two notable 
Patrons in the Perſons of Zuinglius and Oecalampa- 
dins : Theſe took up the Cudgels in his Quarrel, 
and drew after them almoſt one halt of the Refor- 
mation. 

Q. Mo was this Zuinglius ? | 

A. Ulrich Zuinglius was a Prieſt of Zurich in 
Switzerland, who begun there to preach againſt In- 
dulgences in the Year 1519, two Years aiter Luther 
had begun at /Yittemberg. And in the Year 1522, 
in Conjunc&tion with ſome other Prieſts that had 
embraced his Party, preſented a Requeſt to the Com- 
monwealth of the Switzers for Wives, declari 
that he and his had not the Gift of Continency ; 
and that the Deeds of the Fleſh had render'd them 

A 6 infamous, 
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nfamous, to the great Scandal of the Faithful, See 
Zuingliuss Works, Tem. 1. Fl. 115, and 119. 
See alſo the Epiſtle written that Year to the Biſhop 
of Conſtance, ſubſcribed by Zuinglius, Les Fudah, 
Erafnus Fabricius, and eight other Miniſters. Fol. 
120, Ec. 

Q. De was CEcolampadius ? 

A. A Briguin Monk of Baſil in Switzerland, 
who exchang'd his religious Habit and Vows for a 
young Wife, and commenced chief Preacher of the 
Reformation in that City. 

Q. Nat faid Luther ts theſe Oppoſers of his 
Doctrine? 

A. He wrote ſeveral Books againſt them, wherein 
he treats them as Fanaticks, Hereticks, Blaſphemers, 
Perſons poſſeſſed by Satan, and finning againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, Sc. See his Book Contra Fanaticis 
Sacramentarirum Spiritus, his greater and liſſer 
Nufeſſian, his Theſes againſt the Louvain Divincs, 
=&c. — 8 
Q. Did theſe Differences preceed ſi far as to come 
20 an utter Breach of Communim £ 

A. Yes. Luther in his leffer Can ſeſſian, after ha- 
vying declared, tht he louks upon Jauingliut, Orco- 
lun adius, Carliſludius, and ail their Adberents, as 
Heretics, Enemies of Chriſt and Blaſphe mers, pro- 
teſts, that he will not ſo much as admit of the 
Company of any of theſe Bread-eaters und I ine- 
grinkers; as he call, them; nor receive Letters, 
Books, Salutations or Wiltings from them ; nor to 
much as zlmit their very Names hto the Cloſet of 
His Soul; or even vouchſafe to hear or ice then: 
He adds, that no one can pray for them, becauſe 
they fin unto Death: That he would carry this 
Teſtimony along with im to the Judzment-lcat of 
Chriſt, that with his whole Soul he had condemned 
and aveded them, Cc. See Hippinian, P. 2. p. 
186, 187. 
| Hence 


„ 
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Hence Dr. Heylin in his C:ſmgraphy (L. 2. p. 
36. 5th Edit.) writes thus: , Whillt the Lutherans 
% were thus playing their Game (he ſpeaks of the 
Confeſſion of Ayg:burz, the League of Smalkalden, 
Sc.) there ſtarted up another Party begun at firſt 
& by Zuinglius amongſt the Stwitzers --- theſe not 
c communicatinz Counſels, went two different 
« Ways, eſpecially in the Points of Conſubſtantia- 
« tion and the real Preſence ; not reconciled in their 
6 Times, nor like to be agreed upon amongſt their 
« Followers. For Calvin, riſing into the Eſteem 
&« and Place of Zuinglius, added ſome Tenets of his 
&« own to the former Doctrines, touching Predeſti- 
«© nation, Free-will, &c. by which the Differences 
«© were widen'd, and the Breach made irreparable: 
The Cauſe being follow'd on both Sides with 
great Impatience, as if they did not ftrive fo 
© much for Truth as Victory.” So far the Doe- 
tor, 

Q. D was this Calvin: 

A. He was a Frenchman born at Nen in Picar- 
&y, who maintaining the Doctrine of Zuinglius and 
Oecrlampadius with ſome Alterations and Improve- 
ments, has quite eclipſed their Fame, and imparted 
the Name of Calvin? to all that Part of the Refor- 
mation. | 

Q. Was not Calvin the fir? Preacher of the re- 
formed Gefpel at Geneva? 


A. No. Dr. Hglin tells us, Cofmog. L. 1. 8 


130. That in the Year 1528, Religion being 
& alter'd {in a Tumult of the People] in the Canton 
of Bern, near adjoining to Geneva, Viret and Fa- 
ce rellus [two Zuinglian Preachers] did endeavour it 
in Geneva alſo. But, finding that the Biſhop and 
„ Clergy did not like their Doings, they ſcrewed 
* themſelves into the Pepple, and by their Aid in 
* a popular Tumult compelled the Biſhop and his 
« Clergy to abandon the Toyn, --- Nor did — 
f only 
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© only in that Tumult alter the Doctrine and Or- 
ders of the Church before eſtabliſh'd, but chang'd 
the Government of the State alſo, diſclaiming all 
© Allegiance both to Duke and Biſhop, and ſtand- 
<< ing on their own Liberty as a free Common- 
« wealth. And tho' all this was done by Viret 
« and Farellus, before Caluin's coming to that 
& City, which was not till 15 36; yet being come, 
„ no Man was forwarder than he to approve the 
Action.“ The Doctor goes on in the ſame Page, 
giving an Account of the Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline of 
Presbytery, which by Calvin was firſt introduced 
into his Church of Geneva, and from thence pro- 

ated into all Parts where Calviniſm was receiv'd ; 
> Diſcipline, ſays the Doctor, begotten in Rebellion, 
born in Seditton, and nurſed up by Faction. 

Q. In what Countries did Calviniſm chiefly pre- 
vail ? | 

A. In Switzerland; in many Provinces of France 
under the Name of Hugenots; in ſome Parts of 
Germany, Hungary, Bohemia, and Poland; in the 


* 


United Netherlands ; and in the Kingdom of Scot- 


land, where it was introduced by Jabn Knox and his 
Aſſociates. 

Q. By what means did the Followers of Calvin 
propagate their Genevan Diſcipline ? 

A. Dr. Heylin tells us, Cofmeg. L. 1. p. 137. 
«© That rather than their Diſcipline ſhould not be 
« admitted, and the epiſcopal Government deſtroy'd 
c in all the Churches of Chriſt, they were reſolv'd to 
« depoſe Kings, ruin Kingdoms, and to ſubvert the 
« fundamental Conſtitutions of all civil States. And 
« hereunto their own Ambition gave them Spur 
enough, affecting the Supremacy in their ſeveral 
« Pariſhes; that they themſelves might lord it over 
« God's Inheritance, under pretence of ſetting 
« Chriſt upon his Throne. Upon which Love to 


«+ the Pre-eminence they did not only prate againſt 
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« the Biſhops with malicious IVords, &c. but not 
« therewith content, neither would they themſelves 
« receive them, nor permit them that woul!, caſting 
« them out L 4 the Church, with Reproach and In- 
« famy. hich proud Ambition in the ordinary 
% parochial Miniſter was cunningly fomented by 
« ſome great Perſons, and many Lay-Patrons in 
« all Places, who underhand aimed at a further 
«« End: The one to raiſe themſelves great Fortunes 
« out of Biſhops Lands ; the other to keep thoſe 
« Tithes themſelves, to which by the Law they 
« only were to nominate ſome deſerving Perſon, 
« Such were the Helps by which this new Device 
© of Calvin was diſpers'd and propagated,” So far 
the Doctor. 

Q. Brut is not the Doctor tos hard upon the Calvi- 
niſts, in what he writes concerning their Diſpoſition in 
regard of Kings © 

A. I here are too many Inſtances in Hiſtory to 
ſupport what he advances as to that Point, Witneſs 
in France the Conſpiracies of Amboiſe, Meaux and 
St. Germain en Laye ; their frequent Rebellions ; 
the Battles of Dreux, St. Denys, Farnac, Coutras, 
&c. Witneſs the Revolt of the Netherlands from 
their lawful Soveraign, the King of Spain, and 
erecting themſelves into a Commonwealth Wit- 
neſs their Proceedings in Bohemia ; where they cal- 
led in the Elector Palatine againſt a King Oy 
elected, ſolemnly crown'd, and eſtablith'd in Poſſei- 
fion by Conſent of the States : Witneſs the Doings 
of Knox and his Fellows in Scetland, who depoled. 
the Queen-Mother Regent of the Kingdom, forced 
Queen Mary her Daughter, their lawful Soveraign, 
to ſeek Sanctuary in England; and as for King 
James VI. the Doctor (Coſmeg. J. 1. p. 283.) tells us, 
„ That to the end he might not be able to oppoſe 
4 their Doings, they kept him under by ſtrong 


Hand, impriſoned him at Sterling, made him fly 


6c from 


« 
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from Edinburgh, removed from him all his faith- 
% ful Servants, and ſeized upon his principal For- 
c treſſes: In a word, fo baffled him, and affronted 
him upon all Occaſions, that he was minded 
many times to have left the Kingdom, and re- 
6 tire to Venice,” In fine, Witneſs their Wars in 
England, which ended in the Depofition and Mur- 
ther of the Lord's Anointed, King Charles I. and 
the Excluſion of his Son for twelve Years from his 
Inheritance, &c. 

Q. but was the End ef the firſt and cl ief 
Preachers of the Proteſtant Religion? 

A. 1:toer, aiter Supper, was taken ſuddenly ill, 
and died in the Night, in the Year 1546. Zune 
glius was kill'd in Battle fighting againſt the Catho- 
lick Cantons, Ano 1531. Occolampadius was not 
long after found lead in his Bed: And Luther is fo 
uncharitable, as to write that 2 was kill'q by the 
Devil. L. de MJ. Privata & Una. Sacerd. T. 7 
Fal. 230. Calvin died in the Year 1564 of a dread- 
ful Complication of Diſtempers, which his Friend 
Beza ſays he bore with Chriſtian Patience: But 
the Catholicks and ſome Proteſtants too give us 
a quite dyfterent Account, diz. that he died in De- 
ſpair, bil heming God, and invoking the Devils, 
So writes Beljeck in his Book of Catvir's Life, 
Schiuffelburg a learned Lutheran in Theslag. Cato. 
printed Anno 1594, Fil. 72. a, And Herennus 
himſelf a Calviniſi Preacher, who declares he was 
an Eye-witneſs of Calvin's tragical End; and that 
he died in Deſpair, of a moſt filthy and ſtinking Diſ- 
eaſe. So he in Livello de vita Calvini. 

Q. at other Sets of Proteſtants aroſe fon after 
Luther ? 

A: Firſt, ** The Anabapii/ts, fo call'd from re- 
« baptizing. Theſe had for their Author one Ni- 
„ cholas Stork (Anno 1524) who pretended Fami- 
« larity with God by an Angel, promiſing him a 


„ Kingdom, 


i” f WR. as ah a * * E E 
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„Kingdom, if he would reform the Church, and ' 
| &« deſtroy the Princes that ſhould hinder him. His | 
&« Scholar Muncer rais'd an Army of 40000 Boors Fj 
% and Tradeſmen in Suevia and Franconia, to main- 9 
| « tain his Maſter's Dreams, but they were over- #1 
« thrown by Count Mansfield. Fobhn of Leyden, a ' 
[20 Taylor, renewed the faid Dreams, and made | | 
„ himfelf King in Awnſter of the dnabapti/t:, 
* whoſe Viceroy was Kn:pherdilling ; but this phan- 
« taſtical Monarchy was ſoon deſtroy'd, the Town 
& taken after eighteen Months Siege, where the 
„ King and his Viceroy, with their chief Officers, 
„ were put to death.” Alex. Roſs. View of Reli- 
gions, Sect. 8. J. 10. Of the Anabaptiſis, the 
ſame Author, Sec. 12. reckons up a great many 
different Sets, as the Muncerians, the Separatiſis, 
the Catharifts, the Apaſtolics, the Sarda aſts, the 
Silentes, the Adamites, the Liberi, the Hutites, the 5, 
4 


KA 


Melchirifts, the Menoniſis, the Beucheldians, the 
Auguſtinians, the Denkians, and many others. 
Secondly, The Libertins whoſe Author was one 
Duintin a Taylor of Picard). Theſe were a kind 
of Free-thinkers in Religion, who lighted the Scrip= * 
; tures, relying on their own Inſpirations. See their 
' Tenetsin Ryſs. Seck. 8. 2. 1 - : 
Thirdly, he Antinomians, "whoſe Author wass 
John Agricola, Anno 1535. So called from their 
F 4 The the Law. See their Opinions, Se. 112. 


| Fab, The Familifts, or Family of Love. Theſe 
aæẽre derived from David Geerge a Glaſier in Gaunt, *® 
and Henry Nicholas of Amſterdam, both pretending ® 
to an extraordinory Miſhon from God. For their 1 
Tenets conſult Roſs, Sect. 1 2. 2. 3. who alſo rec- 0 
bons up divers Sets into which they are ſubdivided. | 
Fifthly, The Swenckfeldians, fo called from Gaj- , 
par Swenckfeeld ; the Oftandrians from Andrew Oſian- 
| aur; the Servetians from Michael Servetus, who by 
Calvin's 


18 ſbort Hiſtory of the 
Calvin's procuring was burnt at Geneva, Ann 1555; 
the Majori/ts from Fohn Major ; the Brentians or 
Ubiquitarians, the Adiaphoriſis, the Stancarians, the 


Anſar fians, the Antitrinitarians or New Arians, 
the Sacinians, and innumerable others. 


I 


Q. ere not People very much ſpoch' d at this great 


Variety of Sefts, and maniſild Divifions, which 
ſoon ſprung h amongſt the Profeſſors of Reformation 
and pure Goſpel ? 

A. Yes, they were, as well as at their Incon- 
ſtancy in their DoQrine, as may be ſeen in the Wri- 
ters of thoſe Times. Hence Paulus Eberus, a lcar- 
ned Lutheran Divine, in his Preface to MelanFhor's 
Commentaries en the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
ſpeaking of Proteſtants in general, writes thus: 
«© Our whole evangelical Congregation abounds 
« with ſo many Diviſions and Scandals, that it is 
& nothing leſs than what it pretends to be. If you 
4 Jook upon the evangelical Teachers themſclves, 
you will ſee that ſome of them are ſpurred on 
& with vain Glory, and an invidious Zeal, &c, 
« ſome of them raiſe unreaſonable Debates, and 
bc then maintain them with unadviſed Heat, There 
« are many of them, who pull down by their 
& wicked Lives what they had built up by the 
Truth of their Doctrine. Which Evils, as every 
4 one ſees with his own Eyes, ſo has he great Rea- 
& ſon to doubt whether our evangelical Congregation 
cc be the true Church, in which ſo many and ſuch 
cc enormous Vices are diſcovered.” So he. 

- And Andrew Dudith, in his Epiſtle to Beza [ Be- 
za's Theological Epiſtles, Ep. I.] writes as follows; 
« What fort of People are our Proteſtants, ſtrag- 
« pling to and fro, and carried about with every 
«© Wind of Doctrine, ſometimes to this Side, and 
&« ſometimes to that? You may perhaps know 
« what their Sentiments in Matters of Religion are 


to- day; but you can never certainly tell What 
« they 
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ic they will be to-morrow. In what Article of 
«© Religion do thoſe Churches agree among them- 


« ſelves, which have caſt off the Biſhop of Rome? 


« Examine all from top to bottom, you ſhall 
« ſcarce find one Thing affirmed by one, which 
« is not immediately condemned by another for 
«« wicked Doctrine.“ Thus he. 

Q. But did not Piety and Devotion gain Ground 
ty the Preaching of the Reformation ? | 

A. It ſeems not: Since ſome of the firſt and beſt 
Proteſtant Preachers complain heavily of a ſenſible 
Decay of Piety immediately after the ſetting up of 
the new Religion; and ſpare not to ſay, that Men 
were much better, when they were Papiſts. 

Luther in many Places complains of the World's 
growing worſe and worſe : And Men, fays he, 
« are now more revengeful, covetous, licentious, 
than they were ever in the Papacy.” Poftil. ſu- 
per Evang. Dam. 1. Adv. And Dom. 26. poſt. Trinit. 
« Heretofore, ſays he, when we were ſeduced by 
< the Pope, every Man did willingly follow good 
&« Works: And now now no Man neither ſayeth 
or knoweth any thing, but how to get all to 
& himſelf by ExaCtions, Pillage, Theft, Lying, 
46 Uſury, &c. I 

Melanctbon, on Maithew vi, ſays, It is plain, 
that in theſe Countries [he ſpeaks of thoſe Coun- 


tries which firſt embraced Lather's Reformation] 


© Mens whole Concern almoſt is about Banquet- 
ing, Drunkenneſs and Caroufing ---- And fo 
< ſtrangely barbarous is the People, that moſt Men 
are perſuaded, that if they do but faſt one Day, 
* they muſt die the following Night. 

Calvin L. de Scandalis. Of fo many Thou- 
fands, who renouncing Popery, ſeem'd eagerly to 
embrace the Goſpel; how few have amended 
« their Lives? Nay, what elſe did the 


part 
pretend to but by ſhaking off the Yoke of Su- 
w «c iti 


perſtition 
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«« perſtition to give themſelves more Liberty to fol- 
„ low all kind of Laſciviouſneſs? | 
2 Andreas, on Luke xxi. „ The other 
art of the Germans [viz, the Proteſtants] gives 
due Place to the Preaching of the Word of 
God ; but no Amendment of Manners is found 
among them: On the contrary, we ſee them lead 
an abominable, voluptuous, heaſtly Lite; inftead 


cc 
cc 
(0 
cc 
no 
cc 
cc 


Revelings and Drunkenneſs. 

Molfangus Muſculus in his Common Places, Cap. 
de Decalgo. Our Gotpellers are grown fo un- 
5 like themſelves, that whereas under Popery they 
were religious in their Errors and Superſtition; 
% now, in the Light of the known Truth, they are 
more prophane, light, vain and temerarious than 
the very Children of this World.” Explanat. 3. 
Præcepti. p. 85. Edit. 1560. The like Complaints 
are found in other Proteſtant Authors. 

But tis now Time to leave foreign Countries, 
and to come home to our own; to take a ſhort 
View of the firſt Beginning and Progreſs of the 
Proteftant Religion here. 


1 —_— * r 8 n 


HAF. II. 


Of the Beginning of the Change of Religion in Eng- 
land. Of King Henry's falling out with the Pope, 
and the Difſelution of the Abbeys. . Of Queen 
Anna Bolen and Cromwel. Of this King's Cha- 

' - rafter, and the State of the Nation at that Time. 


Q. HAT was the firſt Beginning of the 
* 1 Change of Religim in England from Po- 
pery to Proteftancy wake? 
A. It begun by a falling out between King Hen- 


Y VIII. and the Pope, occaſioned by the King's 


of Faſts, they ſpend wnele Nights and Days in 
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Marriage with Anna Bzlen, whilſt his firſt Wife 
Catharine of Arragon was yet alive. 

Q. Lat Reaſms did the King alledge for to juſti- 
ſy his Divorce from Queen Catharine, and his mar- 
ring anther during her Life-time ? 

A. Becauſe Catharine had before been married to 
his Brother Arthur, who died under Age; and 
therefore he pleaded that his Marriage with his Bro- 
ther's Widow could by no Diſpenſation be valid or 
lawful, as being contrary to the Law of God, 
Leviticus xviii. 16. 

Q. I hat ſaid the Queen and her Friends to this? 

A. That — Levitical Law no farther obliges 
Chriftians, than as it is ſupported by the Law of 
Nature; or confirmed by the Law of Chriſt; that 
no Law of Nature or Precept of Chr:/# forbids the 
Marriage of the Brother's Widow; but only the 
Law of the Church, in which the Church can diſ- 


pen ſe; as ſhe had done moſt folemnly in this Caſe.” 


That even in the Levitical Law this was not abſo- 
lutely forbid, but only the taking of the Brother's 
Wife, whilſt he was alive ; which was the Caſe of 
Hered, juſtly reprehended upon that Account by 
St. John Baptiſt. That in ſome Caſes, the Law of 
God, ſo far from forbidding the Marriage of the 
Brother's W idow, had expreſly commanded it, as 

when the Brother had died without Iflue. Deutero- 
nomy xxv. 5. That Prince Arthur had never con- 
ſummated the Marriage; in Proof of which the 


Queen in publick Court (as may be ſeen in Hawes 


upon Sow, p. 543.) took God and the King him- 
ſelf to witneſs, that ſhe was a Maid when ſhe came 
to the King's Bed ; which the King, far from con- 
tradicting, tacitly own'd in the Words that he ſpoke 
in her Commendation after ſhe was gone out, re- 
corded by the ſame Hiſtorian in the ſame Place. 


Q. Is it likely that King Henry profecuted this 


Matter. , the Diveres purely out of a Mative Y 
Conſcience ? A. IT 
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A. To judge by the reſt of his Proceedings, *tis 
to be feared that he did not : But that his Aﬀec- 
tions to Anna Bolen were the true Reaſon of his Scru- 
ples. So that finding the Pope here ſtood in his 
Way, he was reſolved to diſcard him. © This 
„King, ſays Dr. Heylin in the Preface to his Hi- 
ſtory of the Reformation, being violently hurried 
© with the Tranſport of ſome private Affections, 
and finding the Pope appear'd the greateſt Ob- 
“ ſtacle to his Deſires, he firſt diveſted him by de- 
« prees of that Supremacy which had been chal- 
& leng'd and enjoy'd by his Predeceſſors for ſome 
& Apes paſt ; and nal extinguiſh'd his Authori- 
6 ty in the Realm of Zngland----T his open'd the 
« firſt Way to the Reformation To which the 
« King afforded no ſmall Countenance out of poli- 
& tick Ends.” So far the Doctor. 

Q. What was the firſt Step taken by this Prince 
fawards a Reformation? 

A. It was, as you have juſt now heard from Dr. 
Heylin, the diveſting the Pope of his Supremacy, 
which the King claim'd to himſelf, adding to his 
Titles, that of Supreme Head of the Church of 
England, and making it High Treaſon to deny 
this his Supremacy. 

Q. Hew far was this Supremacy carried in 
theſe Days? | 

A. It was carried fo far in the Days of this King, 
and of Edward VI. his Succeſſor, that the Biſhops 
were made no more than the King's ſpiritual She- 
riffs, and Delegates at Pleaſure ; and obliged to take 
out Commiſſions from the King to execute all the 
Branches of epiſcopal Authority under his Majeſty, 

ho in the very Form of theſe Commiſſions was 

lared to be the Fountain of all manner of Juriſ- 
diction and Authority, as well Eccleſiaſtical as Se- 
cular, to whom it ought to be returned whenſoever 
his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe to call for it. See the Te- 
not 


— — 
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nor of theſe Commiſſions with Mr. Collier's Re- 
marks upon them ; in the ſecond Part of his Church 
Hiſtory, J. 3. p. 169. 

Who was the next Step taken by King Henry 
tavards a Change of Religion? 

A. The Suppreſſion of the religious Houſes ; firſt, 
of all thoſe, whoſe yearly Revenue did rot excerd 
two hundred Pounds, and then of all 1. |}. 

Q. What Methods were taken in order to b ng 
ebout the total Ruin of all theſe Houſes confecrated ta 
Religion by the Pity of our Anceſtors & 

A. A Viſitation was order'd, in which Thomas 
Cromuel being conſtituted Vifitor-General, empl- y'd 
ſundry Perſons, as his Sub-delegates, to in ſpect and 
examine into the Lives of the Religious, with a 
Deſign to repreſent them in ſuch bl:ck Colours as 
might make their Proceedings in di »lving thoſe 
Houſes the more plauſible. In regard, fa''s Mr. Dug- 
* dale in his celebrated Hiſtory of Marwichſbire, 
5 p. 831, that the People every where had no ſmall 
«< Eſteem of theſe Houſes, for their devout and 
« daily Exerciſes of Prayer, Almſdceds, Heoſpitali- 
ty and the like; whereby not only the Souls of 
c their deceas'd Anceſtors had much Benefit (as 
then was taught) but themſelves, the Poor, as alſo 
Strangers and Pilgrims, conſtant Advantage.“ 

Q. What follow'd this Viſitation ? 

A. A black Book was exhibited containing a 
world of Enormities laid to the Charge of the Re- 
ligious : Tho', as Dr. Hezlin informs us, p. 262. 
their Offences, after a ftri# and odious Inquiſition, 
were repreſented by the Viſitors in fuch multiplying 


© * as made them ſeem both greater in Number, 
= 


And Mr. Thomas Hearn, in his Preliminary Obſer- 


vations upon Mr. Brown Willis's View of the mitred 
Abbeys, aſſures us, that notwithſtanding the King 


and his Agents, who aun'd at nothing but the Re- 


more horrid in Nature, than indeed they were, 
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venues and Riches of the religious Mouſes, omitted 
no Arts or Contrivances that might be of Uſe in ob- 
taining their Ends; eſpecially ſeeking to blacken 
their Reputation by charging upon them the moſt 
abominable Crimes, and managing this Charge with 
the utmoſt Induſtry, Boldneſs and Dexterity, <* Yet 
& after all, the Profs were ſo inſufficient, ſays this 
% Author, that from what I have been able to gather, 
& have not found any direct one againſt even any 
& ſingle Monaſtery.” Thus he. However, upon 
theſe Accuſations, which were chiefly laid to the 
leiler Houſes, an Act of Parliament was procured 
27 Hen. 8. for their Diſſolution: ** Which Parlia- 
„ ment, ſays Dugdale in the Place above quoted, 
« conlifting for the moſt part of ſuch Members as 
«© were pack'd for the purpoſe through private In- 
<< tereſts (as it is evident by divers original Letters of 
that Time) many of the Nobility, for the like Re- 
«< ſpedts, alſo favouring the Deſign, aſſented to the 
<< Suppreſſion of all ſuch Houſes, as had been certi- 
<< fied of leſs value than two hundred Pounds by the 
« Year; giving them, with their Lands and Reve- 


„ nues, to the King, c.“ Upon the Suppreſſion of 


theſe Houſes, much Lamentation, fays Dr. H- 
uin, p. 262, was made in all Parts of the Coun- 
try, for Want of that Relief and Suſtenance, 
«« which the Poor of all Sorts received daily from 
c 
« fays Mr. Dugdale, that, whilſt the Monaſteries 
% ſtood, there was no A# for Relief of the 
« Par ; ſo amply did thoſe Houſes. give Succour 
«© to them; whereas in the next Age, via. the 
« 39th of Elizabeth, no leſs than eleven Bills were 
brought into the Houſe of Commons for that 
. Purpoſe. 

Q. But fince the Accuſations of the Viſitors were 


only levelled at the lefſer Houſes, how, and by what 


Lay 


means, 


their Hoſpitality, Nor is it a little obſervable, 
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means, came the greater Monaſteries alſo te be dif 
ſolved ; in which (as it was acknowledged in the 
Preamble of that very Act of Parliament, which con- 
ſented to the Suppreſſion of the leſſer Houſes) Religion 


was well obſerved ? 


A. The Ruin of the greater Monaſteries was 
compaſſed by bringing them to a Surrender, not 
much more voluntary, as may be ſcen in Dugdale 
in the Place above quoted, than when a Traveller 
ſurrenders his Purſe to a Highwayman : As the 
Abbots of Glaſtenbuny, Reading, and Colchefter, ex- 
perienced to their Coſt, 

Q. I ho were the chief Promiters of the Suppre/- 
fron of the Religious Henſes? 
| A. Dr. Heylin informs us, p. 262. That this 

Work was firſt ſet on Foot by Queen Auna Bollen. 
The new Queen, ſays the Doctor, conſidering 
e that the Pope and ſhe had ſuch different Intereſts, 

that they could not ſubſiſt together, reſolved up- 
on that Courſe, which Nature and Seli-preſer- 
vation ſeemed to dictate to her: But finding that 
the Pope was too well entrenched, to be diſlodg- 
ed on a ſudden, it was adviſed by Cromwel to 
c begin with taking in the Outworks firſt, Oc. 
In order whereunto, a Viſitation is begun, Sc.“ 
Where follows an Account of the Proceedings to- 
wards the Suppreſſion of the Monaſteries ; which, 
nevertheleſs, this Queen did not live to ſee complea- 
ted : Tho' Cromwel, who gave her this Advice, 
carried on the Project after her Death, and was the 
moſt inſtrumental in bringing it to bear. 
Q. I bo was this Cromwel ? | 
| A. Thomas Cromwel was Son to a Blackſmith in 


— 


cc 
c< 


' Putney, who, after paſſing through ſeveral Offices, 

| was at length made Earl of Eſſex, and the King's 

Vicar- General in all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs (a Poſt, or E 

Dignity, never heard of in any Chriſtian Kingdom, & 

y either before, or ſince) and in that Quality, tho” a 
| | B | mere 


— 
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mere Layman, fat divers times in the Convoca- 
tion Houſe amongſt the Biſhops, and preſided over 
them. Baker, b. 408. 

Q. That was the End of Queen Anna Bollen ? 

A. She was accuſed of Inceſt and Adultery, found 
_ guilty by her Peers, and was beheaded. Her Bro- 
tber, the Lord Rochford, together with Sir Hemy 
Norris, Sir Brancis Weſton, Mark Smeton, and I, 54 
liam Brierton, all of the King's Privy-Chamber, 
were condemned for her Accomplices, and were be- 
headed two Days before her; of theſe Mark Smetan 
confeſſed his Guilt, and tho' he loſt his Head for 
it, did not retract even upon the Scaffold. See 
Heylin, p. 265, who is very favourable to this 
Queen, as having been, during her Time, an earneſt 
Promoter of Proteſtancy. 

Q. Did this Lady, in her Dying Speech, perſiſt in 

aſſerting her Innocence of what fhe was accuſed, as 

r. Heylin tells us ſhe did? 

P In her Dying Speech, ſhe neither directly 
confeſſes herſelf guilty, nor does ſhe deny her Guilt. 
Her laſt Speech, recorded by Stow and other Hiſto- 
rians, was as follows. Maſters, I here humbly 
«© ſubmit me to the Law, as the Law hath judged 
„ me; and as for mine Offences, I here accule no 
% Man, God knoweth them, I remit them to 
cc God, beſeeching him to have Mercy on my 
« Soul. And I beſeech Jeſu ſave my Soveraign 
« and Maſter the King, the moſt goodlieſt, no- 
« bleſt, and gentleſt Prince that is, and long to 
&« reign over you.” Which Words ſhe ſpoke with 
a ſmiling Countenance. On the fame Day that the 

acen was condemned, Archbiſhop Cranmer (who 
before had ſolemnly confirmed her Marriage with 
the King) gave Sentence at Lambeth, by which he 
declared this ſame Marriage to have — null and 


void; and this, as tis expreſſed in the ſolemn In- 


ſtrument, alledged by Dr. Heylin, p. 266. bar good | 


* 


os Ar e———_— A 


—_— — ͤ— 


8 


yet this valiant Champion of the Church, Was the 
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and valuable Reaſons, tho' none in particular were 


ſpecified: Which Declaration drew after it an Act 
of Parliament, by Which her Daughter Elizabeth 
was illegitimated. 

Q. What was the End of Cromwel ? 

A. Soon after he had compaſſed the Diſſolution 
of the Abbeys, and other Religious Houſes, ©* He 
«© was, before the End of that ſame Parliament, 
© wherein that was ratified which he had with fo 
* much Induſtry brought about, arreſted at the 
«© Council-Table, when he leaſt dreamed of it; 


„ committed to the Tower, condemned by the 


« fame Parliament for Hereſy and Treaſon, un- 
c heard and little pitied ; and had his Head cut off 
* on T:wer- Hill.” So far Sir William Dugdale, 
in the Place above quoted. 

Q. Het came he to be condemned unheard ? 

A. It was in conſequenee of a Law, of which he 
himſelf was the chief Author, * It happened [ faith 4 
Mr. Fox, As and Min. Edit. 1563. p. $98.] 
cas it were by a certain fatal Deſtiny, thatwhere- 
« as a little before he had made a Law, that who- 
« ever was caſt into the Tawer, ſhould be put to 
„ Death without Examination, he himſelf ſuffered 
« by the ſame Law.” Thus he: Who tells us in 
the ſame Place, That tis thought this Law was by 
Cromwel deſigned in order to have thereby entangled 
the Biſhop of Vincheſter [Dr. Gardiner] the chief ⁵ĩ⁵⁶ 
Enemy of the Goſpellers; but the Juſtice of Gd 
turned his Snares upon his own Head, 3 

Q. What were the Sentiments of Cromwel in 
Matters of Religion 

A. He was, during his Life-time, the chief Pro- 
moter of the Reformation ; for which reaſon Mr. 
Fex, in the ſame Page, calls him Valet Soldier 
and Captain of Chriſt; and p. 589. the vahant 
Standard-bearer of the Church of England. And 


* 
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very Man that ſentenced Lambert to the Fire for 
denying the Real Preſence ; as you may ſee in Fox, 
P. 5 33. where he laments, that this poor Man's 
Death was compaſſed by thoſe that were themſelves 
the Chiefs of the Goſpellers (fo he calls the Pro- 
teſtants of thoſe Days) viz. Taylor, Barnes, Cran- 
mer, and Cromwel, who all afterwards came to the 
like End. 

. Of what Relizion did Cromwel prefeſs him- 
hep A, 4 Death 4 * 

A. In his Dying Speech he profeſſed himfelf 

a Catholick. He ſpoke as follows : I pray you 
<< that be here, to bear me record, I die in tke 
„% Catholick Faith, not doubting in any Article of 
<< my Faith, no, nor doubting in any Sacrament 
„of the Church. Many have ſlandered me, and 
se“ reported, that I have been a Hearer of ſuch 
ee as have maintained evil Opinions, which is un- 
<< true: But I confeſs, that as God by his Holy 
Spirit doth inſtruct us in the Truth, fo the De- 
« vil is ready to ſeduce us, and J have been ſeduced. 
«<< But bear me Witneſs, that I die in the Catho- 
<< lick Faith of the Holy Church.” Fax, p. 598. 
Howes upon Stow, p. 508. 

Q. I be was King Henry's third V iſe after Anna 
Bollen ? 

A. His third Wife was Jane Seymour, who died 
in Child-birth, or, as ſome Authors ſay, was ript 
up alive by his Orders. His fourth Wife was Arne 
of Cleve, from whom he was ſoon after divorced by 
His complaiſant Archbiſhop and Clergy. - His fifth 
Wife was Catharine Howard, whom he beheaded 
for Adultery, His ſixth Wife was Catharine Parr, 


for whom he had alſo prepared the ſame bitter Cup; 


but ſhe was wiſe enough to ward off the Blow, and 
had the good Fortune to outlive him. Yet tho” 
this King had ſix Wives, He was neither the 
* richer in Children by ſo many Wives, or much 
£4 | improved 
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cc improved in his Revenue by ſuch terrible Ra- 


&« pines,” ſays Dr. Heylin, p. 11. 
Q. What is the juſteſi Character of this King in 


ſhort ? | 


A. That he never ſpared Il man in his Luft, ner 
Alan in his Auger. For Proof of which latt 
„ (fays Dr. Heyln, p. 15.) it is obſerved, that he 
brought to the Block two noble Ladies, one Car- 
« dinal declared [ viz. Biſhop Fiber] of Dukes, 


Marqueſſes, Earls, and Sons of Earls, no fewer 


© than twelve; Lords and Knights, eighteen; of 
© Abbcts and Priors, thirteen; Monks and Re- 
„ ligious Perſons, about ſeventy-ſeven ; and many 
% more of both Religions to a very great Number, 
« Sg as it cannot be denied, that he had too 
4% much of the Tyrant in him. And yet I dare 
„not ſay with Sir Malter Ralegh, That if all the 
« Patterns of a mercileſs Prince had been loft in the 
« World, they might have been found in this one 
&« Ming. 

Q. What was the State of the Nation, after this 
King had taken upon him the Supremacy, and diſſal- 
ved the Religious Houſes ? | 

A. The People ( ſays Dr. Hylin, p. 17.) were 
c generally divided into Schiſms and Factions 
« the Treaſures of the Crown exhauſted by prodi- 
gal Gift the Lands thereof charged with 
« Rents and Penſions, &c. and, which was worſt 
6 of all, the Money of the Realm fo impoſed and 
© mixed, that it could not paſs for current amangit 
foreign Nations, to the great Diſhonour of the 
„ Kingdom, and the Loſs of the Merchant. For 
« tho' an infinite Maſs of Jewels, Treaſure in 
« Plate and ready Money, and an incredible Im- 
c provement of Revenue had accrued unto him by 
& ſuch an univerſal Spoil, and Diſſolution of Reli- 
& gious Houſes, yet was he little or nothing the 
& richer for it: Inſomuch that in the Year 1543, 


+ 15 being 
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<< being within leſs than ſeven Years after the 
% neral Suppreſſion of Religious Houſes, he was 
» feign to have recourſe for Money to his Houſes 
« of Parliament, by which he was ſupplied aſter an 
extraordinary Manner the Clergy at the ſame 
Time giving him a Subſidy of 65, in the Pound, 

« to be paid out of all their Spiritual Promotions, 
poor ſtipendary Prieſts paying each of them 65. 

8 4. to increaſe the Sum; which alſo was ſo ſoon 
« conſumed, that in the next Year he preſſed his 
Subjects to a Benevolence and in the next 
obtained the Grant for all Chanteries, Hoſpitals, 
Colleges, and free Chapels within the Realm; 
& tho” he lived not to enjoy the Benefit of it. 

Q. But what was the Stats of Religion and Piety 
at that time ? 

A. You may be informed of this by a Speech of 
this King, made in Parliament in the thirty-ſeventh 
Year of his Reign, of which take the following Ex- 
tract from Howes upon Stow, p. 590. What 
Love or Charity is there amongſt you, when one 
calls another Heretic and Anabaptift ; and he 
« calls him again Papi/t, Hypocrite, Phariſee ? 1 
* muſt needs judge the ault, and Occaſion of this 
«© Diſcord, to be partly by Negligence of you the 
«« Fathers and Preachers of the Spirituality, For I 
hear daily, that you of the Clergy preach one 
« 2gainft another, teach one contrary to another, 
4 railing one againſt another. Some are fo ſtiff in 
« their old Mumpſimus, others are ſo bufy and fu- 
4 rious in their new Sumpſimus, that all Men al- 
1 moſt be in Variety and Diſcord, and few or none 


44 


« preach truly and fincerely the Word of God. 


„% Now how can poor Souls live in Concord, when 
« you Preachers ſow amongſt them, in your Ser- 
4 mons, the Sceds of Debate and Diſcord? Of 
«« you they look for Light, and you lead them in- 
„to Darkneſs, 
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« Now altho' I ſay that Spiritual Men be in 
ſome Fault, that Charity is not kept amongſt 
you ; yet you of the Temporality be not clear 
and unſpotted from Malice and Envy: For you 
rail at Biſhops, ſpeak ſlanderouſly of Prieſts, 
and rebuke and taunt Preachers. You muſt un- 
derſtand, that altho* you be permitted to read 
Holy Scriptures, and to have the Word of God 
in your Mother-Tongue ; yet this Licence is 
given you only to inform your Conſcience, and 
to inſtruct your Children; and not to diſpute 
and make Scripture a Railing and a Taunting- 
ſtock againft Prieſts and Preachers, as many 
light Perſons do. I am very ſorry to hear, how 
Irreverently that precious Jewel [the Word of 
God ] is diſputed, rhimed, ſung, and jangled 
in every Ale-houſe and Tavern, contrary to the 
true Meaning and Doctrine of the ſame. And 
I am as much ſorry, that the Readers of it fol- 
low it, in doing, ſo faintly and coldly. For of 
— Jam ſure, that Charity and Virtue were ne- 
If exircit nor God amongſt Chriſtians was 


<< never Fig reverenced, hanoured, ar ſerved.” 80 
far the King. 
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To the ſame Effect Sir Richrad Baker writes, 
408. „That now was the State of Religion in 
England come to a ſtrange paſs, becauſe always 
in — and had no Conſiſtence — I hat 
© the Fable of Proteus [who changed himſelf into 
all Shapes and Forms] might be no longer a 

Fable, when the Religion of England might be 
its true Moral, The Confuſion was fo great, 
that in Parliament the one called the other He- 
retich, &c. and this not only amongſt the Tem- 
porality, but even the Clergymen themſel ves 
preached and inveighed one againſt another, ſo 
that the Frame of Religion was extremely dis- 
joynted; the Clergy, that ſhould ſet it in 
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& Frame, being out of Frame themſclves. The 
Minds of the People extremely diſtracted, Ec, 

fat was the whols Number of Meno ſteries 
which were ſuppreſſed in Conſequence of King Henry 
the E:zhih's Refermation ? 

A. The Number of Nonaſteries ſuppreſſed were 
G45 ; beſides go Colleges, 110 Hoſpitals, and of 
Chanteries and free Chapels, 2374. So Baker, 
410. 

Q. Did this Xing die a Proteflant ? 

A. He died as be lived, neither Catholick nor 
Proteſtant. For, tho* by falling out with the 
Pope, and aſſuming to himſelf the Supremacy, he 
firſt paved the Way to a total Change of Religion, 
which afterwards enſued : Yet, for his own Part, 
in moſt Articles, he ever adhered to the Catho- 
lick Doctrine; and perſecuted even to Death the 
Oppoſers of it. Feylin, Pref. So that as long 
- as he lived, all that were preferred in Church or 
State, outwardly at leaſt, conformed to the Maſs, 
Tranſubſtantiation, Invocation of Saints, and 


other Articles of the Raman Doctrine; even Crau- 


mer, Ridley, and other Divines, who were in 
their Hearts Proteſtants. By his Laſt Will he ap- 
pointed Maſſes, &c. for the Repoſe of his Soul: 
But, as he had made vod the laſt Wills of fo 
many ethers, in the Suppreſſion of the Religious 
Houſes 3 ſo his Laſt Will was alſo neglected and 
made void. 
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CHAF. . 


Of the Progreſs of the Proteſtant Religion in the 
Reign of King Edward the Sixth, 


Q. LJ O ſucceeded Henry the Eigbth in the 
. ? # r 

A. His Son Edward the Sixth, a Child of nine 
Years old, who reigned but fix Years : So that 
what was done during his Reign, was done by thoſe, 
who had the Management of Affairs in the King's 
Minority, viz. for the firſt Years by Edward Sey- 
aur Duke of Somerſet, the King's Uncle, who had: 
the Title of Lord Protector; and, after he was taken. 
off, by John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland. 
His Name, favs Dr. Heylin, ſpeaking of this 
« King, in his Preface, was made a Property to 
% ſerve Turns withal, and his Authority abuſed to 
„ his own undoing.” And, p. 13. Such was 
the Rapacity of the Times, and the Unfortunate-- 
66, neſs of his Condition, that his Minority was abu- 


% fed to many Acts of Spoil and Rapine, even to 
s an high Degree of Sacrilege, to the raiſing of ſome, 
and the enriching of others, without any manner 
of Improvement to his own Eſtate. 


Q. bat does the Doctor mean by theſe Acts of 
Spoil and Rapine, even to an high Degree of Sacri- 
lege, of which he makes the leading Men of the Court 
guilty during the King's Minority ? 

A. The Doctor ſhall anſwer for himſelf in his Pre- 
face; where ſpeaking of the Great Men about the: 
Court, who promoted the Reformation, he tells us, 
That theſe, „under colour of removing ſuch Cor- 
e ruptions as remained in the Church, had caſt their 
4 Eyes upon the Spoil of Shrines and Images (tho? ' 
«. ſtill preſerved in the greateſt part of the Lutheran 
* Churches) and the improving of their:own For- 
| B 5 e tunes 
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tunes by the Chantery-Lands : All which moſt 
« ſacriiegicuſly they divided amongſt themſelves. 

Then ſpeaking of the Zuinglian Goſpellers in- 
veighing againſt Altars, he ſays, ** The touching of 

* this String made excellent Mafick for molt of the 
«© Grandces of the Court, who had before caſt ma- 
ny an envious Eye on thoſe coſtly Hangings, that 
«<< maſly Plate, — other rich and precious Uten- 

& fils, which adorned thoſe Altars. And what need 
& all this Waſte, ſaid Judas, Beſides, there was 
© no {ſmall Spoil to be made of Copes, in which the 
&« Prieſt officiated at the Holy Sacrament, ſome of 
« them being made of Cloth of Tiſſue, of Cloth of 
&© Gold and Silver, or embroidered Velvet: And 
© might not theſe be handſomely converted to pri- 
vate Uſes, to ſerve as Carpets for their Tables, 
& Coverlets to their Beds, or Cuſhions to their 
» Chairs and Windows? Hereupon ſome rude 
© People are encouraged underhand to beat down 
„ tome Altars; which makes way for an Order of 
«© the Council Table to take down all the reſt, and 
e fet up Tables in their Places: followed by a Com- 
« mifficn, to be exccuted in all Parts of the King- 
«© dom, for ſeizing of the Premiſſes for the Uſe of 
* « the King, But as the Grandees of the Court 
© intended to defraud the King of fo great a Booty, 
and the Commiſſioners to put 2 Cheat upon the 
Court Lords, who employed them in it; fo they 
«© were both prevented in ſome Places by the Lords 
and Gentry of the Country, who thought the Altar 
4 Cloths, together with the Copes and Plate of their - 
„% ſeveral Churches, to be as neceſſary for themſelves = 
& as for any others. This Change drew cn the Alte- 
nation of the former Liturgy. ” So far Dr. Heylin. 

But the ſacrilegious Rapines, of which the Doc- 4 
tor in his Hiſtory moſt loudly complains, were thoſe 'T 
of Biſhops Lands, The firit Gap, that was opened . 

for the Alienation of theſe, was made in the latter 1 


End 
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End of the Reign of King Henry VIII. who dealt 
with Holgate, lately advanced to the See of York, 
to give up at one time no fewer than ſeventy Ma- 
nors or Townſhips of good old Rents, giving him 
in Exchange, to the like yearly Value, certain Im- 
propriations, Penſions, TI ythes, and Portions of 
Tythes (but all of an extended Rent) which had 
accrued to the Crown by the Fall of Abbeys. At 
the fame time alſo, he diſmembered certain Manors 
from the See of London, and others from that of 
Canterbury, tho' not without ſome reaſonable Com- 
penſation. A#Heylin, p. 18. There was no farther 
| «< Alienation made in his Time of the Church's 
* Patrimonv, ſays the Doctor; yet having opened 
«* ſuch a Gap, the Courtiers of King Edward's 
„Time would not be kept from breaking violent- 
ly into it, and making up their own Fortune in 
the Spoil of the Biſhopricks.“ So he: Who in the 
Sequel of his Hiſtory gives many Inſtances of this 
Rapacity, tho” not half ſo many as he might have 
done. For, as Mr. Harmer takes notice, in his 
Specimen, p. 100, 101, vindicating Yeſey, Biſhop 
of Exeter, from the Imputation laid to his Charge 
by Biſhop Burnet, of having baſely alienated almoſt 
all the Lands of his Biſhoprick, writes as follows : 
«© Had any Biſhop of England at at Exeter at that 
time, he muſt have done the ſame thing, or have 
« been immediately deprived : For Yeſey alienated 
© no Poſſeſſions of his See, but upon expreſs Com- 
„ mand. of the King, directed to him under the 
© Privy Seal, in Favour of certain Noblem en and 
& Courtiers. All the Biſhops at that time were 
« ſubject to a like Calamity. Even Cranmer was 
forced to part with the better half of the Poſſeſ- 
« fions of his See; and Kidley, ſoon after his En- 
try into London, was forced to give away the four 
e bett Manors of his See for ever in one Day. 
« Theſe two were the greateſt Favqurites among * 
. t 
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tho Biſhops in that Reign. Others were more ſe- 
© verely dealt with.” So far Mr. Harmer. 
The Inſtances, which are particularly taken no- 
tice of by Dr. Heylin, are theſe. 1. The Biſhoprick 
of Durham was diſſolved by Act of Parliament, under 
pretence of patching up the King's Revenue, p. 136. 
2. The Biſhoprick of V incheſter, upon the De- 
poſition of Dr. Gardiner, was given to Dr. Poynet, g 
« A better Scholar, ſays the Hiſtorian, than a Bi- | 
„ ſhop, and purpoſely preferred to that rich Biſhop- 
$ rick to ferve other Mens Turns: For before he 
„ was well warm in his See, he diſmembered from 
it the goodly Palace of Marvel, with the Manors 
and Parks of Marvel and T wiferd, which had be- 
fore been ſeized upon by the Lord Protector. The 
4 Palace of J/altham, with the Park and Manor 
% belonging to it, and ſome good Farms depending 
« on it, were ſeized into the Hands of the Lord 
6 Treaſurer Pawlet, But this, with many of the 
4 reſt of Poynet's Grants, Leaſes, and Alienations, 
« were again recovered to the Church by the Pow- 
« er of Gardiner, when, being reſtored to his See, 
« he was by Queen Aan made Lord Chancellor, 
101. 
g 3. To the See of Bath and Wells, upon the | 
« Death of Knight, Barlow was tranſlated : The | 
e preciſe Day and Time thereof, I have no where 
« found, ſays Dr. Helin: But I have found, that 
«- being tranſlated to this See, he gratified the Lord 
« Protector with a Preſent of eighteen or nineteen 
« Manors, which anciently belonged to it, P. 54. 
4. Dr. Heath being deprived of the See of 
« F/ercefter, no Succeſſor was at all appointed, that 
4< Biſhoprick being given in Commendam to Biſhop 
« Heoper : Not that I think, that Zooper was ſuf- 
« fered to enjoy the temporal Patrimony of that | 
« wealthy Biſhoprick; the Pirates of the Court ! 
were too intent on all Advantages to let ſuch a 
« Veſſel go untouched, &c. p. 101. | —_ f 
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5. * Samſon, Biſhop of Coventry and Litchfield, 
© to keep his Ground, was willing to fling up a 
great Part of his Lands; and out of thoſe, which 
| seither belonged to his See, or the Dean and Chap- 
K ter, to raiſe a Baron's Eſtate for Sir Villiam Pa- 
| « get. Salcot, of Salisbury, knowing himſelf ob- 
| c noxious to ſome Court-Diſpleaſures, redeems his 
c Peace, and keeps himſelf out of ſuch Dangers, 
« by making long Leaſes of the beſt of his Farms 

ce and Manors, known afterwards moſt common! 
«© by the Name of Capons Feathers. But none of them 
© more miſerably dilapidated the Patrimony of his 
See, than Biſhop Kitching of Landaff. A Church 
C ſoliberally endowed by the Munificence and Piety 
« of ſome great Perſons, that if it were poſſeſſed 
« but of a tenth Part of what once it had, it might 
c be rekoned (ſays Biſhop Godwin) amongſt the 
« richeſt Churches in theſe Parts of Chriſtendom. 
« But whatſoever Kitching found it, it was made 
<« poor enough before he left it: So poor, that it is 
ce hardly able to keep the Pot boiling for a Parſon's 

“ Dinner, p. 100. 
6. The Biſhoprick of J/:min/ter was diſſol- 
ved by the King's Letters Patents; the Lands fo 
% dilapidated by Biſhop Thirlby, that there was al- 
| e moſt nothing left to ſupport that Dignity : For 
« which good Service he had been preferred to the 
<< See of Norwich----moſt of the Lands invaded by 
| the great Men of the Court, the reſt laid out for 
| ce the Reparation of the Church of St. Paul, pared 
1 ce almoſt to the very quick in thoſe Days of Ra- 
4 <« pine: (See p. 85.) From hence firſt came that 
<« ſignificant By-word (as it is ſaid by ſome) of 
« Rybbing Peter to pay Paul, p. 121. 

7, „The See of Lincoln was made void, by the 
« Death of Dr. Henry Holbeach, about the Begin- 
! ce ing of Auguſt, in the former Year, and kept void 
« by ſome powerful Men about the King, till Wo = 
| | 66-2 | 
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<< 26th of June in the Year now preſent (1552) at 

&« what time Dr. Tay/or was conſecrated Biſhop of 
« it, During which Interval, the Patrimony of 
that great and wealthy Biſhoprick (one of the 
<< richeſt in the Kingdom) was ſo diſmembred in 
<< itſelf, ſo parcelled and marked out for a Prey to 
„ others, that when the new Biſhop was to be re- 
c ſtored to his Temporals, there was none of all his 
© Manors reſerved for him, but his Manor of 
& Bugden, c. p. 129. 

8. Of the See of St. Hſaph, the Doctor tells us, 
in his Help to Englſh Hiftory, p. 82. That be- 
ing at the beſt not very rich, it was made much 
& poorer in the Time of Biſhop Parfew, who lived 
c in the Days of Edward VI. For, where the 
<< Biſhop had before five Epiſcopal Houfes, there is 
4 none now left but S. Aſaph only; the reſt to- 
ce gether with the Lands to them belonging, by 
« him made away, and alienated from the Church 
« for ever.” Ard of the See of Bangor, he tells 
c us, p. 84. The Ruin of this Biſhoprick 
« came in the Time of Biſhop Bulkel;, [in the 
Days of the ſame King] who, not content to 
6c — and let out the Lands, made a Sale alſo 
of the Bells: And going to the Sea-ſhore to 
& ſee them ſhipped, in his Return was ſmitten with 
a ſudden Blindneſs.” "Thus he. 

But of all the Sacrileges, that were acted in theſe 
Times, by thoſe ,that had the chief Management 
both of Church and State during the King's Mi- 
nority, there is none more remarkable than what 
is related by the ſame Hiſtorian, Hi. of Reform. 
p. 72, 73. where, after having ſpoken of the Death 
of the Admiral, Brother to the Duke of Somer- 

, Lord Protector, who was condemned without 
being allowed to ſpeak in his own Defence, and 
loſt his Head on Tower-bill, © The Warrant for 
* his Execution coming under the Hand of his 


© own 
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« own Brother; at what time he took it on his 


cc 
cc 
cc 
«Cc 
cc 
=o 
cc 


Death, that he had never committed or meant 
any T reaſon againſt King or Kingdom. The 
Protector, ſays he, having thus thrown away 
the chief Prop of his Houſe, hopes to repair 
that Ruin, by erecting a magnificent Palace. 
He had been bought out of his Purpoſe for 
building on the Deanry and Cloſe of Je/tmin/ter 


[tho? it coſt the Dean more than half the Patrimony 
of that Church to divert him from it, as the Hiſto- 
rian tells us, p. 60, 61.] and therefore “ cafts his 
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Eye upon a Piece of Ground in the Strand, 
on which ſtood three Epiſcopal Houſes, and 
one Pariſh Church: The Pariſh Church dedi- 
cated to the Virgin Mary ; the Houſes belong- 
ing to the Biſhops of V orceſter, Litchfield and 
Landaff. All theſe he takes into his Hands, the 
Owners not daring to oppoſe, and therefore 
willingly conſenting to it. Having cleared the 
Place, and projected the intended Fabrick, the 
Workmen found that more Materials would be 
wanting, to go through with it, than the demo- 
liſhed Church and Houſes could afford unto them : 
He thereupon reſolves for taking down the Pariſh 
Church of St. Margaret's in Meſtminſter; but 
the Workmen had no ſooner advanced their 
Scaftolds, when the Pariſhioners gathered together 
in great Multitudes with Bows and Arrows, 
Staves and Clubs, and other ſuch offenſive Wea- 
pons, which fo terrified the Workmen, that they 
ran away, and never could be brought again upon 
that Employment. In the next place, he is in- 
formed of --- a goodly Cloyſter, invironing a 
goodly Piece of Ground, called, Pardon Church- 
yard, with a Chapel in the midſt thereof, and 
beautified with a Piece of moſt curious Work- 
manſhip, called, The Dance of Death, [all on 
the North Side of St. Paul's] together 3 a 

« fair 
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& fair Charnel-Houſe on the South Side of the 
Church, and a Chapel thereunto belonging. 
This was conceived to be the ſafer Undertaking, 
the Biſhop then ſtanding on his good Behaviour, 
and the Dean and Chapter of that Church (as 
of all the reſt) being no better in a manner than 
« Tenants at Will of their great Landlords. And 
% upon this he ſets his Workmen on the tenth of 
% April, takes it all down, converts the Stone, 
« Timber, Lead, and Iron, to the Uſe of his in- 
„ tended Palace, and leaves the Bones of the dead 
«© Bodies to be buried in the Fields in unhallowed 
« Ground. But all this not ſufficing to complete 
«© the Work, the Stceple, and moſt Parts of the 
«© Church of St. John's of Feruſalem, not far from 
„ Smithfield, moſt beautifully built, was blown up 


„ with Gun-powder, and all the Stone thereof em- 


<«« ployed to that Purpoſe alſo. Such was the Ground, 
« and ſuch were the Materials of the Duke's new 
Palace, called Somerſet-Houſe.” So far Dr. 


Hleylin ; who, as it appears in his Hiſtory, was 


no Enemy to this Duke. 


Q. How was the Parliament affected in theſe- 


Days of Spoil and Rapine ® Or, how came this au- 
guſt Body to make na Oppoſitien to ſuch frange Pro- 


ceedings 


A. You ſhall hear from Dr. Hyglin, p. 47, 48. 


The Parliament took Beginning on the 4th of 


« November [1547,] in which the Cards were ſo. 
„ well pack'd by Sir Ralph Sadler, that there was 


« no need of any other ShuMing till the end of the 
« Game: This very Parliament, without any ſen- 


cc fible Alteration of the Members of it, being con- 
c“ tinued by Prorogation from Seſſion to Seſſion, 


« until at laſt it ended by the Death of the King. 


« And, that all Things might be carried with as. 
« little Oppoſition and Noiſe as might be, it was 
« thought fit that Biſhop Gardiner thould be kept 


e in 
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te jn Priſon till the End of the Seffion ; and that 
<< Biſhop Ton/tal of Durham (a Man of a moſt even 
« and moderate Spirit) ſhould be made leſs in Re- 
« putation, by being deprived of his Place at the 
« Council Table. And tho' the Parliament con- 
& ſiſted of ſuch Members as diſagreed amongft 
„ themſelves, in reſpe&t of Religion; yet they 
agreed well enough together in one common Prin- 
“ ciple ; which was, to ſerve the preſent Time, 
« and to preſerve themſelves. For tho* a great 
Part of the Nobility, and not a few of the chief 
« Gentry in the Houſe of Commons, were cor- 
<« dially affected to the Church of Rome; yet were 
« they willing to give Way to all ſuch As and 
Statutes, as were made againſt it, out of a Fear 
& of lofing ſuch Church-Lands as they were poſſeſ- 
« ſed of, if that Religion ſhould prevail and get up 
« again, And for the reſt, who either were to 
©« make or improve their Fortunes; there is no 
« Queſtion to be made, but that they came reſolved 
tc to further ſuch a Reformation, as ſhould moſt 
« viſibly conduce to the Advancement of their ſe- 
cc veral Ends, Which appears plainly by the ſtrange 
C Mixture of the Acts, and Reſults thereof; ſome 
<« tending to the preſent Benefit and enriching of 
« particular Perſons ; and ſome again being deviſed 
« on purpoſe to prepare a Way for expoſing the 
© Revenues of the Church unto Spoil and Rapine.” 
So far the Doctor. 

Q. What then was the Religion that was ęffa- 
Bliſh'd in this Kingdom by the Protector and the Par- 
lament, in Edward VT's Days? 

A. It was Preteſtancy, or Reformation; tho" it 
appears too evident, by what has been already ſaid, 
that the Abuſe which they were moſt intent upon 
Reforming, was the Church's being too rich; and 
therefore they took effectual Means to leſſen her 
Reyenues, and take from her all her G 
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Plate and Jewels. But as for Reformation of Man- 
ners, I don't find that it met with any Encourage- 
ment in thoſe Days: On the contrary, we learn 
from Dr. Heylin, p. 94. That ths Church in thoſe 
Days was filled with ignorant and illiterate Prieſts ; 
that the Word of God was but little preach'd ; and 
that the Uſe of Excommunication was either abo- 
liſh' d, or made of no Effect, to the great Increaſe of 
Piciouſneſs in all Sarts of Men; That Biſhop Lat:- 
mer, in a Sermon before the King, complained, 
that Lechery was uſed in England, and ſucb Lechery 
as was uſed in no other Part of Yhe World. And 
yet, ſaid he, it is made a Matter of Sport, a Mat- 
ter of nothing, a laughing Matter, a Trifle, not to 
be paſſed on, nor reformed. So he. 

Q. What were the Steps that were made in the 
eſtabliſhing the Proteſtant Religion in this Reign? 

A. Fir, They repeal'd the Statute of the fix Ar- 
ticles made in the 25th Year of the late King; and 
all other Acts concerning Doctrine and Matters of 
Religion, or Puniſhments to be inflited on Diſ- 
ſenters from the Church's Doctrine, Heylin, p. 49. 

Secondly, They ordered the Communion to be re- 
ceiv'd-in both Kinds; excepting the Caſe of Neceſſi- 
ty: With this Proviſo nevertheleſs, that this Prac- 
tice ſhould not be conſtrued to the condemning of any 
other Church or Churches, or the Uſe of them, in 
which the contrary was obſerved, p. 48. 

Thirdly, Certain Biſhops and others were aſſem- 
bled at Vinaſor, to compile a new Form of cele- 
brating the Communion according to . the Order 
{faith Mr. For, p. 1184.) of the Scriptures of God, 
and the firſt Uſage of the Primitive Church. © Here 
& it was order'd, ſays Dr. Heylin, p. 58. (who 
ce calls it a gad) Form) that the whole Office of the 
& Maſs ſhould proceed, as formerly, in the Latin 
« Tongue, even to the very end of the Canon, and 
e the receiving of the Sacrament by the Prieſt 
| | « himſelf. 


| 
| 
l 
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*© himſelf, Which being paſſed over, they began 
* with an Exhortation in the Engliſh Tongue, 
«© directed to all thoſe which intended to be Par- 
<< takers of the Holy Communion, [e be come 
6 together, &c. as in the preſent Liturgy.] This 
was the firſt of the three different Forms or Li- 
+ turgies publiſh'd in this King's Reign. Tis hard 
| to fay, whether the Majority of the Biſhops (who 
were almoſt all in the Beginning of this Reign in- 
clined to the old Religion) gave their Aſſent to this 
| new Form: Eſpecially, ſince Mr. Fox in his Art 
| and Men, p. 1183, 1184, brings for a Proof of the 
Favour, which the Lord Protector Samerſet bore to 
God's Word (i. e. to the Reformed Religion) his 
conſtant ſtanding to God's Truth, and zealous De- 
fence thereof againſt the Biſhops in this ſame Conſul- 
_ had at Windſor in the fir/t Year of the King's 
ign. | 
Fourthly, Lay-Commiſſioners were deputed into 
all Parts of the Kingdom, accompanied with Preach- 
ers, that were to perſuade the People from their an- 
cient Way of Worſhip. The Lord Chancellor 
Mriothſſey refuſed to ſet the great Seal to theſe Com- 
miſfions, and was thereupon deprived of his Office, 
The Preachers above-mentioned were more par- 
e ticularly inſtructed to perſutde the People from 
praying to the Saints, from making Prayers for the 
„ Dead; from the Uſe of Beads, Aſhes and Pro- 
& ceſſions, from Maſs, Diriges, praying in unknown 
„Languages, and from ſome other ſuch-like Things, 
© whereunto long Cuſtom had brought a religious 
« Obſervation, All which was done to this Intent, 
« that the People in all Places, being prepared by 
& little and little, might, with more Eaſe and leſs 
| « Oppoſition, admit the total Alteration in the 
| & Face of the Church, which was intended in due 
& Time to be introduced, Feylm, p. 34. | 
Fifthly, The Images of Chriſt, and all other 
| __ Images, 


$— — . — — 
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Images, were taken down in all the Churches of 
London on the 17th of November 1547. Heylin, 
P. 42. Who adds, p. 56. ſpeaking of the like Pro- 
ceedings in the reſt of the Kingdom, . That it ma 

well be thought that Covetouſneſs ſpurred on this 


„ Buſineſs more than Zeal, there being none of 
«© the Images fo poor and mean, the Spoil whereof 


© would not afford ſome Gold and Silver (if not 
Jewels alſo) beſides Cenſers, Candleſticks, and 
« many other rich Utenſils appertaining to them. 
« In which reſpect, the Commiſſioners hereto au- 
« thoriſed were entertain'd in many Places with 
« Scorn and Railing: And the further they went 
« from London, the worſe they were handled,” 


So far the Doctor. 


Sixthiy, An Act paſs'd in Parliament, entitled, 


% An Af for Election of Biſhops, and what Seali 
« and Stiles ſhould be uſed by Spiritual Perſons, &C. 


« In the compounding of which Act there was 


«© more Danger couch'd, fays Dr. Heylin, p. 51. 
<< than at firſt appear d. By the laſt Branch 
<< thereof it was plain and evident, that the Intent 
« of the Contrivers was by degrees to weaken 
<« the Authority of the Epiſcopal Order, by forcing 
e them from their ſtrong Hold of Divine Inſti- 


«© tution, and making them no other, than the 


« King's Miniſters only; his Eccleſiaſtical She- 


« riffs to execute his 


ill, and diſperſe his Man- 


&« dates. And of this Act ſuch Uſe was made, that 
« the Biſhaps of thoſe Times were not in a Ca- 
« pacity of conferring Orders, but as they were 
& thereunto empower'd by ſpecial Licence, --- In 
« the firſt Branch there was alſo ſomewhat more 


« than appear'd at the firſt Sight. For the true 


« Drift of the Deſign was to make Deans and 


< Chapters uſeleſs for the time to come, 


and 


«© thereby to prepare them for a Diſſolution, p. 52. 
Seventhly, The Colleges, Free Chapels, Chante- 


ries, 


— — 
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ries, and Brotherhoods, were diſſolved and taken 
down, and the Spoils divided amongſt the great 
ones of the Court. But bad Examples, ſays 
« Dr. Heylin, p. 61. ſeldom end where they firſt 
&« began: For the Nobility and inferior Gentry 
4 poſſeſs'd of Patronages, conſidering how much 
cc the Lords and great Men of the Court had im- 
« proved their Fortunes by the Suppreflion of thoſe 
« Chanteries and other Foundations, conceived 
c themſelves in a Capacity of doing the like, by 
4 taking into their Hands the yearly Profits of 
« thoſe Benefices, of which by Law they were 
only entruſted with the Preſentations. He adds, 
« that in Biſhop Latimer's printed Sermons we 
« find, That the Gentry of that Time invaded the 
8 -Py ofits of the Church, leaving the Title only to the 
Iucumbent (p. 38.) That many Benefices were let 
"out in Fee Farms (p. 71.) or given unto Servants 
** for keeping of Hounds, Hawks, and Horſes, and 

&« for making of Gardens (p. 91. 2 And 2 
& that the poor Clergy being kept to fome ſorry Pittan- 
& ces, were forced to put themſelves into Gentlemen's 
« Flouſes, and there to ſerve as Clerks of the Kitchen, 
&« Surveyors, Receivers, &c. p. 241. All which 
« Enormities were generally connived at by the 
Lords and others, who only had the Power to 
reform the ſame: Becauſe they could not que- 
c ſtion thoſe who had ſo miſerably invaded the 
« Church's Patrimony, without condemning of 
„% themſelves 

Eighthly, In the ſecond Year of the King's Reign, 
the Common-Prayer Book firſt came out, autho- 
riſed by Act of Parliament, in which it was de- 
clared to have been done by the Aid of the Hob 
Gh, Heylin, p. 65. For the compiling of this 
Common-Prayer, ſeven Biſhops and ſeven other 
Divines were employed by the Court. But Dr. 
Helin aſſures us, p. 65, that Day, Biſhop of Chi- 


chefter, 


Lag 


. 
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cheſler, who was one of the Seven, would by no 
means ſubſcribe to it. And Dr. Burnet in his 
Abridgment, L. 2. p. 72, informs us, that amongſt 
the Biſhops who proteſted againſt the Act of Parlia- 
ment which authoriſed this Common-Prayer, were 
four of the Seven that were deputed to compile it, 
viz. the Biſhops of Norwich, Hereford, Chicheſter, 
and We/tminſter. This Act was followed by an- 
other, allowing Biſhops and Prieſts to marry; fo 
that if they were abridged in their Revenues, they 
were allowed at leaſt to increaſe their Families. 
Ninthly, The new Common-Prayer Book, which 
was deſign'd to cement all People in one Way of 
Worſhip, gave Offence both to Catholicks and 
Proteſtants. The Catholicks diſliked it, becauſe 
by it the ancient Liturgy of the Maſs was ejected 
(tho', as Dr. Heylin tells us, it differ'd little in the 
main from the Maſs, p. 74.) and many of the pre- 
ciſer ſort of Proteſtants were highly offended at it, 
becauſe in many Things it ſeem'd too Popiſh. The 
Things theſe were chiefly offended with were, I. 
A ſolemn Commemoration of the Saints and other 
Faithful departed, in the Prayer for the State of 
the Church Catholick in the Communion Office. 2. 
Prayer for the Dead. 3. Exorciſms and anointing 
of — in Baptiſm. 4. Benediction of the Wa- 
ter in the Font. 5. The mingling of Water with 
the Wine in the Chalice. 6. The Reſervation of 
the Sacrament for the Sick, if there were any that 
Day to communicate. 7. The Communion Bread 
made in the -ſame Figure as formerly. 8. The 
frequent. Uſe of the Sign of the Croſs. g. Extreme 
Unction. 10. Altars till retained with their Or- 
naments. Item, the ſame holy Veſtments, Alls, 
Copes, &c. In fine, all thoſe Expreſhons of the 
Maſs were ſtill kept, which implied a real Pre- 
fence of Chri/?'s Body and Blood in the bleſſed Sa- 
crament. For theſe Things, conſult if you my 
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the Liturgy itſelf; and for the great Oppoſition 
it met with from ſome Proteſtants, both at home 
and abroad, fee Dr. Heylin's Preface, who com- 
plains more particularly of the Zuinghan Goſpellers, 
as he calls them, the chief of which was Hooper ; 
who being by the Intereſt of Dudley, then Earl o 
IVarwick, afterwards Duke of Northumberland, 
promoted to the Biſhoprick of Glauceſter, could not, 
without great difficulty, be brought to take the 
uſual Oaths, or conform to the Epiſcopal Habit. 
However, Cranmer and Ridlg being reſolute on 
the other Side, he conſented at laſt : + But from 
«« thenceforth, ſays Heylin, p. 91. carried a ſtrong 
« Grudge againſt Biſhop Ridley, the principal 
« Man who had held him up ſo cloſely to fuch 
& hard Conditions: Not fully reconciled unto him, 
< till they were both ready for the Stake, and then 
it was high time to lay aſide thoſe Animoſities, 
„ which they had conceived one againſt another,” 
Of the ſame Kidney were Bucer and Peter Maryr, 
( Heylin, p. 64, and 79.) as well as Rogers, Phil. 
pot and others (p. 93.) Theſe Zuinglian Gofpellers 
were the Progenitors of the Puritans, who have 
ſince been ſubdivided into Presbyterians and Inde- 

_ pendants. | 
Tenthly, Upon theſe Objections made againſt the 
firſt Common-Prayer Book, it was call'd in, and 
a new one publifh'd by. Authority of King and 
Parliament, in which all thoſe Rubs were remov'd 
out of the Way. T ho' at the ſame time as theſe 
Alterations were made, it was affirmed in the Te- 
nor of that very Act of Parliament, by which the 
new Book was ratified, that there was nothing con- 
tained in the former Book, but what was agreeable 
to the Word of Ged and the Primitive Church, Hey- 
lin, p. 107. Wh» were the Compilers of this new 
Common-Prayer Book, Dt. Heylin could never find 


4 out, p. 108. In this new Book eſpecial Care was 
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taken to alter all ſuch Expreſſions of the former 
Book as implied the real Preſence in the bleſſed 
Sacrament, for the excluding of which a Rubrick 
was deviſed, in which they declared againſt any real 
and eſſential Preſence of Chriſt's natural Flih and 
Blood, which, ſays the Rubrick, are in Heaven, 
and nit here. This Rubrick was again expunged 
by Queen Elizabeth, but reſtored with ſome Alte- 
rations after the Reſtoration of King Charles, and 
ſo it ſtands to this Day. Yet after all theſe Cor- 
rections and Modifications, the Common-Prayer 
Book appeared ſtill too Popiſh to no ſmall Part of 
our Reformers, who raiſed a heavy Stir about it at 
Francfort ; and afterwards here at home impugned 
it Tooth and Nail, and would have certainly ba- 
niſhed it the Kingdom, had not Queen Elizabeth 
ſtood its Friend; tho' ſhe did not think proper to 
let it paſs without-a new Reviſion and Reforma- 
tion in the Beginning of her Reign, as may be ſecn 
in Dr. Heylin, p. 283, Thus was the Publick 
Liturgy changed four times by our Reformers, in 
little more than thrice four Years, 

Eleventhly, About the ſame time with the new 
Liturgy, came out Hep4ins's Pſalms, of which ſee 
Dr. Heylin, p. 131. who complains of the Barba- 
rity and Batching, which every where eccurreth in 
them. 

Twelfthly, About this time alſo, all the Altars 
were taken down, and Commiſhoners ſent to all 
Parts of the Realm, to ſeize upon all the Goods 
remaining in any Cathedral, or Pariſh Churches, 
all Jewels, Gold and Silver, Croſſes, Candleſticks, 
Cenſers, Chalices, and ſuch like; with their ready 
Money: As alfo, all Copes and Veſtments of 
Cloth of Gold, Tiſſue and Silver, together with 
all other Copes, Veſtments, and Ornaments to the 
ſame belonging, leaving only one Chalice, with 
certain Table- cloths for the Uſe of the Communion 
| | Board, 


- 
Fay 
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Board, Hqlin, p. 134. who adds, That tho? by 


the Execution of this Commiſſion ſome Profit was 
% rais'd to the King's Exchequer, yet the far greateſt 
& part of the Prey came to other Hands: Inſo- 
% much, that many private Men's Parlours were 
& hung with Altar- Cloths, their Tables and Beds 
& covered with Copes, inſtead of Carpets and Cover- 
& lids; and many made carouſing Cups of the ſa- 
ec cred Chalices, as once Be Ihazzar celebrated his 
% drunken Feaſt in the ſanctified Veſtels of the 
« Temple. It was a ſorry Houſe, and not worth 
« the naming, Which had not ſomewhat of this 
& Furniture in it. Yet, how contemptible were 
« theſe Trappings in Compariſon of thoſe vaſt 
“ Sums of Money which were made of Jewels, 
e Plate and Cloth of Tifſue, either conveyed be- 
„ yond the Seas, or fold at home, and good Lands 
& purchaſed with the Money; nothing the more 
<< blefſcd to the Poſterity of them that bought them, 
% for being purchaſed with the conſecrated T rea- 
& ſures of ſo many Temples.” Thus the Doctor. 

In fine, about the ſame time with the new Li- 
turgy, came out the Articles of Religion, (drawn 
up by Cramer and ſome others) in Number Forty- 
two; reduced afterwards, by Queen Elizabeth, to 
the Number of Thirty-nine; not without many 
conſiderable Alterations, as may be ſeen, by com- 
paring together the Articles of King Edward with 
thoſe of Queen Elizabeth, as they ſtand in Dr. 
Heylin's Appendix to his Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion. The Articles of King Edward were pub- 
liſhed in the Sixth Year of his Reign, Anno 1552. 
Thoſe of Queen Elizabeth, Anna 1562, and were 


| lick'd over again with fome Alterations. Anno 1571. 


2. Was no 0720 ofitizn made, during this Reign 
of King Edward the Sixth, ta the Eſtabliſbment of the 
Prot-Jtant Religion ? 

A. Yes; Great Oppoſition was made by Prelates, 

C Preachers, 
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Preachers, and People; but the Protector and the 
Council, took ſuch Meaſures, as to render this Op- 
poſition ineffectual. As for the Prelates, ſome were 
depoſed ; of which Number were Benner, Biſhop 
of London, Tonſtal Biſhop of Durham, Gardiner, 
of WWinchefter, Day, of Chicheſter, Heath, of 
Worceſter, and Veiſey, of Exeter: Others were 
intimidated, into an outward Compliance, at leaſt, 
with the Meaſures of the Court. See Heylin, p. 
100. The Preachers were reſtrained, firſt by a 
Proclamation bearing Date the 24th of April, in the 
ſecond Year of the King's Reign, by which none 
were permitted to preach, but ſuch as were licenſed 
under the Seals of the Lord Protector, or Archbi- 
ſhop Cranmer, Heylin, p. 60. About which time 
alſo, the Biſhops were forbid to preach any where 
but in their own Cathedrals, Not long after, by 
Proclamation bearing Date the 23d of September of 
the ſame Year, all manner of Preaching was en- 
tirely ſuſpended throughout the whole Kingdom, 
Heylin, p. 64. And as to the People, who took 
up Arms in many. Parts of the Kingdom, the Pro- 
tector had taken Care before-hand, to put himſelf 
in Condition to overcome their Oppoſition, by rai- 
ſing an Army under pretence of carrying on a War 
with Scotland, in which Army he entertained man 

Foreigners, Becauſe they were conceived, ſays 
„Dr. Heylin, p. 40. more likely to enforce Obe- 
« dience, than the natural Englifh. 

: What were the Inclinations of the two Univer ſi- 
ties, in Matters of Religion, in theſe Times ? | 

A. The Learned Men of both the Univerſities, 
were, for the moſt part, averſe from the Reforma- 
tion: And therefore it was thought neceſſary, 
for the better ſeaſoning of them in the Proteſtant 
Religion, to invite over Bucer, Fagius, Peter Mar- 
yr and Ochinus, from beyond the Seas; of whom, 
Martyr was ſent to Oxford; Bucer and Fagius, to 

| | Cambridge. 
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Cambridge. See Dr. Heylin, p. 65, and Dr. Bur- 
net, I. 2. p. 45. Martyr had a publick Diſputa- 
tion with the Oxford Divines, concerning the real 
Preſence and Tranſubſtantiation; in which the 
King's Commiſſioners (who were of Martyrs Opi- 
nion) declared, that he had the better of it ; but the 
publick Voice of the Univerſity (as we learn from 
Martyr's own Preface to his Book written on that 
Occaſion) gave it againſt him. His Adverfaries 
were Chadſey, Treſham and Morgan. Bucer and 
Fagius, both died at Cambridge. Bucer, ſays 
6 Dr. Burnetz Abridgment, B. 2. p. 136. was in- 
c ferior to none of all the Reformers in Learning. 
« But he had not the Nimbleneſs of diſputing, 
« for which Peter Martyy was more admired ; 
<< and the Popiſh Doctors took Advantage from that 
„ tocarry themſelves more inſolently towards him, 

Q. What kind of Treatment did Proteſtant Die 
ſenters meet with during this Reign ? 

A. The Zuinglian Goſpellers were much encou- 
raged, eſpecially by Dudlzy And John a Laſce, 
one of that Kidney, obtained the Privilege of a 
Church for his Germans and Poles, diſtin in 
Government and Forms of Worſhip from the 
Church of England; of which Dr. Heylin loudly 


complains, as well in his Preface, as in the Bod 


of his Book, p. 89. Tke A4nabaptifts fared not ſo 


well; Campneys, and many others of them, being 


forced to recant, and condemned to bear their Fag- 
gots at St. PauPs-Croſs, Heylin, p. 73. But Joan 
of Kent, who denied that Chriſt took Fleſh of the 

irgin Mary, and George Paris, or Van Parre, an 
Arian, were burnt alive in Smithfield, at the In- 
ſtance of Archbiſhop Cranmer and Biſhop Ridley. 
„ Theſe things,” ſays Biſhop Burnet, in his Abridg- 
ment, Bok 2. p. 86, 87, „ caſt a great Blemiſh. 
on the Reformers: It was ſaid they only con- 


« demned Cruelty when it was exerciſed on therm- 


C 2 ſelves, 


: 
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c ſelves, but were ready to praCtiſe it ven they 
& had Power. The Papiſts made great Uſe of this 
« afterwards in Queen Mary's Time; and what 
&« Cranmer and Ridley ſuffered in her Time was 
& thought a juſt Retaliation on them from that wiſe 
£ Providence, that diſpenſes all Things juſtly to all 
&« Men.” 80 far the Biſhop. 

Q. at was the End of the Duke :f Somerſet, 
Lord Protector, who was the chief Inſlrument in the 

Eflabliſhment of the Preteſtant Religion in theſe Times? 

A. He was ſupplanted by his Rival the Duke of 
Northumberland, and deprived firſt of his Protector- 
ſhip, and then of his Life, loſing his Head upon a 
Scaffold, the 22d of Fanuary 1551. Dr. Heylin, 

. 116, takes notice that he might have craved the 
Benefit of the Clergy, in the Caſe for which he was 
condemned, but neglected to doit: And that 
& ſome conceived it to have been a ſecret Judgment 
& on him from above, that he, who had deſtroyed 
& ſo many Churches, invaded the Eſtates of fo ma- 
„ny Cathedrals, deprived ſo many learned Men 
« of their Means and Livelihood, ſhould want (or 
c rather not deſire) the Benefit of the Clergy in his 
« greateſt Extremity. 

Four of his Friends, viz. Sir Michael Stanhope, 
Sir Thimas Arundel, Sir Ralph Vane, and Sir Miles 
Partridge, ſuffered not long after: None of them 
cc Jefs lamented by the common People, ſays Hey- 
& Jin, p. 117. than Sir Miles Partridge, againſt 
« whom they had an old Grudge, for depriving 
& them of the beſt Ring of Bells which they had 
&« at that Time, called Fej us Bells; which win- 
« ning of King Henry at a Caſt of Dice, he cauſed 
& to be taken down, and fold or melted for his own 

Advantage. 

Hao went Matters of Religiom en after the 


Death e F the Duke of Somerſat? 


4. Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, who then 
ruled 


ö or Fuly 15 
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ruled the Roaſt, carried on the Reformation which 
the Duke of S:mer/et had begun; tho”, as he him- 
ſelf owned, when he came to die, he did not do it 
out of an Principle of Religion, but to compaſs his 
ambitious Deſign, which ai imed at nothing leſs, than 
ſettling the Crown in his own Family, to the Pre- 
Judice of the King's two Siſters Mary and Elizabeth. 
In order to this, he is grievouſly ſuſpected by Dr. 
Heylin and others, to have haſtened the King's 
Death, who was obſerved, as the Doctor takes no- 
tice, p. 155. to have decay ed in his Health, from 
the TI ime : that Sir Robert Dudliy, afterwards Earl 
of Leice/ler, and Queen Elizabeth's great Favou- 
rite] the third Son of Northumberland, was admit- 
ted into a Place of ordinary Attendance about his 
Perſon. And, when the King was drawing near his 
End, he prevailed upon him, under pretence of Re- 
ligion, to ſet aſide both his Siſters, and transfer the 
Succeſſion by Letters Patent to the Lady Jane 
Gray, Daughter to the Duke of Suffolk, who was 
married to the Lord Guilford Dudley, one of Ner- 
thumberland”s Sons. 

Q. I hat felled after this? 

A. The King, who was to live ns longer, ſays 
Dr. Heylin, p. 133, than might well Hand with the 
Defigns of the Duke of Northumberland, died ſoon 
after this OO was made, viz. upon the 6th 
« which being the ſame Day of 
the Moat, on which King Henry had taken off 
© the Head of Sir Themas More, for his Adheſion 
„ to the Pope, gave an Occaſion to thoſe of the 
© KRamiſb Party to look upon it as a Piece of Divine 
„ Retribution, in taking away the Life of his on- 
* ly Son on the ſame Day alſo,” Heylin, p. 154. 
Who adds, in his Preface, + That he cannot rec- 
kon the Death of this King for an Infelicity 
ce to the Church of England: For being ill prin- 
6 cipled in himſelf, and eaſily inclined to embrace 

C 3 ſuch 
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« ſuch Counſels as were offered to him, it is not 
to be thought, but that the reſt of the Biſhop- 
« ricks (before ſufficiently impoveriſhed) muſt have 
followed Durham, and the poor Church be left 
« as deſtitute of Lands and Ornaments, as when 
« ſhecame into the World in her natural Nakedneſs. 
«« Nor was it like to happen otherwiſe in the fol- 
«© lowing Reign [of Jaxe Gray] if it had laſted 
% longer than a Nine-Days lender.“ So far the 
Dector. 


— _—— 


— 
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CHAT.--v. 


Of the Reign of Queen Mary, and the State Re- 
ligion in her Days. 


HO ſucceeded in the Kingdom after King 
% l, * Edud Death ? 4 

A. The Lady Fane Gray was two Days after 
the King's Death proclaimed Queen, by the Power 
of the Duke of Northumberland her Father-in-law, 
all the Lords of the Court concurring with him, 
becauſe indeed they had not the Courage to oppoſe 
him. But the Lady Mar, eldeſt Siſter to the de- 
ceaſed King, did not mean to part with her Right 
ſo tamely. Many Perſons of Quality immediately 
reſorted to her, at Kenning-Hall-Caftle in Norfolk y 
the chief of theſe were the Earl of Bath, Sir Tho- 
mas il barton, Son to the Lord Harten; Sir John 


: Moardant, Son to the Lord Meordant ; Sir William 


Drury, Sir Fohn Shelton, Sir Henry Bedingfield, 
Mr. Henry Farnaghan, &c. But what more al- 
larmed the Council, was, that the Earl. of Suſſex 
was marching with his Troops to join her : Upon 
this, Northumberland is ſent down with an Army 
againſt her; and fix Ships are ſent to hover upon 


the Coaſt of Norfolk to intercept her, in caſe ſhe 


ſhould 
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ſhould offer to retire from thence beyond the Seas. 
But theſe being driven by foul Weather into the Ha- 
ven of Yarmouth, are prevailed on by Mr. Farna- 
gban to eſpouſe her Quarrel; after which, ſhe is 
proclaimed in many Parts of the Kingdom; Wor- 
thumberland is abandoned by his Army, and by the 
Lords of the Council, who unanimouſly agree to 
proclaim Mary Queen in London; and fo, after nine 
Days Reign, Q. een Fane is forced to lay down her 
Title, and Queen Mary is received by the whole 
Kingdom. See Dr. Heylin, p. 160, Ec. 

Q. Of what Religion was Queen Mary ? 

A. She was from her Infancy a zealous Catho- 
lick : Notwithſtanding that in her Brother's Reign, 
much care was taken, ſays Dr. Hqlin, p. 184. 
and many Endeavours uſed to win her to a goed Con- 
ceit of tha Reformation ; but all in vain. She de- 
clared in her Letter to the King, recorded by Fox, 
Acts, p. 709. that rather than offend God and her 
Conſcience, by atting againſt her Religion, Death 
ſhould be more welcome to her than Life: And when 
the Council ſignified to her that the King was re- 
ſolved no longer to permit her the Uſe of Maſs, un- 
leſs ſhe would put him in Hopes of ſome Conformi- 
ty in Time. She anſwer'd, that her Saul was 
God's And touching her Faith, as ſhe could nos 
change, 1 ſhe would nat diſſemble it, Heylin, p. 103, 

n what State did ſhe find the Cathalict Reli- 
gion at her Acceſſion is the Crown ? 

A. She found the Exerciſe of it entirely aboliſhes 
throughout the Kingdom ; but not the Belief, which 
had kept Poſſeſſion of the Hearts of very many, as 
well of the Clergy as of the Laity. For a Proof 
of which we find, that in her fiſt Parliament all 
that had been done in King Edward's Days to- 
wards a Change of Religion, was immediately re- 
. peal'd, and the Maſs reſtor d: The AQ, by which 
this was ſettled, was . without a Diviſion in 
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the Houſe of Commons [ Burne!'s Abridement, Pack 

3. P. 229.] And I don't find that it met with an 

Oppoſition in the Houſe cf Lords. And as for the 
Jerzy, in the very firſt Convocation or Synod held 


im me iately after the Queen's Coronation, the whole 


Houfe, excepting fix Perſons, declared for the old 

Religion, Fox, p. 1282. At which time this Hi- 

ſtorian * us, that Mr. Pi pet, who was one of 

the fix, was as it tere a/turiſhed at the Multi- 

tude of fo » nam learned Alen. as there were on pur- 

Tee rat pered rovether tz maintain old Traditions. 
2 Hu ſteed the Bilksps effetted as to Religim 

Tin? e 


4 There remained ten Biſhops that had been 


permitted to o keep their Sces in King Edward's Days, 
wio upon the Queen's Acceſon to the Crown de- 
cleared tor the old Way, wiz. Ely, Norwich, Litch- 
field, Salisbum, Oa, gerd, Peterborough, Carliſle, Ban- 
gor, St. Horb. and Landef, To theſe ſhe joined 
fix others that had been deprived in the former Reign, 
viz. Lendin, Durham, i in #efter, Chicheſter, Mor- 
cefler and Exeter. Thus was gain'd a Plurality of 
Biſhops ; the greater, becauſe of the Proteſtant Pre- 
lates, ſ me were in Priſun for eſpouſing the Cauſe 
of the late Ufurper, as Cranmer and Ridtey, and 
others upon other Accounts, as Fiilgate Archbiſhop 
of Ierꝭ, for keeping another Man's Wiſe Hor. 
mer's Secimer. 15 $35] and Farrar Biſhop of St. 
David's, ind cted of a Pramunire and caſt into Pri- 
* fon in King Edward's Days, Dr. Heylin, P. 120. 
who calls this Prelate, p. 219. A Man of an imt lau- 
fſeble Nature, which render d him the leſs agr reable to 
either Side, Where he adds, That being found 
in Priſon at the Death of King Edward, he might 
have fared as well as any of his Rank and Order, 
' who had no Hand in the interpoſing for Queen 
cc Jane, if he had govern'd þ imſelf with that Diſ- 
„ cretion, and giv en ſuch fair and moderate An- 
ſwers, 
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& ſwers, as any Man in his Condition might have 
0 honeftly done. But being called before Biſhop 
&« Gardiner, he behaved himſelf ſo proudly, and 
« gave ſuch Offence, that he was ſent back again 
©« to Priſon.” Scry and Barlzw, two other Pro- 
teſtant Biſhops, reſigned their Sees, and renounced 
the Reformation, againſt which the latter alſo pub- 
liſhed a Book. See Burnet's Abridgment, Book 3. 
p. 250, and Harmer's Specimen (who corrects ſome 
Miſtakes of Biſhop Burnet) p. 134, 135. So that 
no Biſhops appearing to maintain the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, the Catholick Religion was reſtored without 
any conſiderable Oppoſition. And all the Epiſcopal 
Sees were filled once more with Catholick Prelates ; 
the Proteſtant Biſhops being deprived tor Hereſy and 
Marriaze, which the vreateſt part of them had con- 
tracted, after they had Ow the folemn Vows of 
Religion. 

Q. That was the En 5 „Dudley Duke e North- 
umberland, the chief Author cf the U, Jurpation of the 
Lady Jane Gray ? 

A. He was brought to his Trial and condemned 
for High Treaſon and beheaded. Upon the Scaf- 
fold «++ He admonithed the Spectators, ſays Dr. Hey- 
lin, p. 189. to ſtand to the Religion of their An- 
5 ceftors, rejecting that of later Date, whieh had 
* occaſioned all the Mifery of the foregoing thiry 
Years. And that for the Prevention for the fu- 
ture, if they deſired to preſent their Souls un- 
e ſpotted in the Sight of God, and were truly af- 
fected to their Country , they ſhould expel thoſe 
«© Trumpets of Sedition, the Preachers of the Re- 
& formed Rcligion. That for himſelf, whatever 
had otherwiſe been pretended, he profeſs'd no 
& other Religion than that of his Fathers; for Teſti- 
« mony whereof he appeal'd to his good Friend and 
„ ghoſtly Fat! er the Lord Biſhop of M eregſter. 
[Dr. Heath, who was deputed to prepare him for 


* 


T4 Death.] 
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Death.] “ And finally, that being blinded with 
„Ambition he had been contented to make a 
Wreck of his Conſcience by temporizing, for 
„ which he profeſs'd himſelf ſincerely repentant, 
& and fo acknowledg'd the Juſtiee of his Death.” 
So far Dr. Heylin, ** With Dudley, ſays Mr. B. 
Higgons in his Short View of the Engliſh Hiſtery, p. 
218, 219, <* were beheaded two more 22 
«© Gates and Sir Thomas Palmer] which was all the 
«© Blood ſhed at this Time and upon this Occaſion, 
& which is a convincing Proof of the merciful Diſ- 
<< poſition in this Queen, who was by much the 
<< leaſt inclined to Cruelty of all the Tudor Race. 
&« Edward VI. was fo very young when he died, 
& we cannot be certain what he might have proved 
< at laſt; but we ſhall ſeldom find an Example of 
c ſo much Goodneſs, as to let a Rival in Empire 
„ live, who had been proclaimed Queen and acted 
c as ſuch, by which ſhe had forfeited her Life; 
«© nevertheleſs Mary did not put the Lady Jane to 
„Death in ſome time, till the Folly and Ingratitude 
of her Father the D. of S, by riſing in Arms 
„ again, made the Life of his Daughter and the 
«« Safety of the Queen incompatible; upon which, 
the poor Lady Jane with her Husband Guilferd 
Dudley was beheaded ; tho' the Queen had a great 
«© Inclination to fave her, if Reaſons of State had 
not render'd Mercy impracticable ; the Neceſſity 
of this Juſtice being heightened by the Inſurrec- 
tion of //jat, who at the ſame time was in arms 
&« againſt the Queen; ſo that we muſt not abſolute- 
ly charge upon her the Death of ſo many poor 
«« People, who ſuffer'd on account of Religion; 
this was rather the Fault of the Conſtitution at 
« this Time, than the Queen's Nature.” So far 
« Mr. Figgons. | 
Q. What have you mere to add concerning the E xe- 
«2:0 of /o many Proteſtants in this Queen's Days ® © 
| A. Fin, 
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A. Firft, That we are not to take for Goſpel, 
all that Mr. Fox and others upon his Credit have 
written concerning the Sufferings of Proteſtants in 
her Days; fince, as we learn from Mr. Collier's 
Hiftorical Diftionary, Mr. Fox is a Writer of ſmall 
Authority, who has given us, amongſt his Martyrs, 
ſuch as were actually alive to confute his Hiſtory, 
at the Time that the firſt Edition of it came out. 

Secondly, That the Laws, by which thoſe that 
ſuffer'd in her Time, were put to Death, were not 
of her inventing ; but had been the ſtanding Laws of 
the Realm, long before ſhe was born or thought on, 

Thirdly, That great Provocations were given by 
Proteſtants which might be the Occaſion of more 
Executions of this kind, than otherwiſe would 
have been. Witneſs their ſetting up the Title of 
Jane Gray, to the excluding of the Queen and her 

iſter ; and this upon pretext of Religion ; in which 
Treaſon the chief Proteſtant Prelates, Cranmer and 
Ridley, were deeply engaged; witneſs their manifold 
+ Rebellions and Treaſons againſt her, during her 
whole Reign; as the Rebellion of the Carews in the 
Maj, of the Duke of Set, of Sir Thomas MWyat, 
(who had with him Pont the Proteſtant Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, Heylin, p. 205.) of Thomas Stafford, &c. 
The Treafons of Miiluam Thomas (of whoſe De- 
ſign to murder the Queen fee Harmer, p. 159.) 
Of King ſten, Thrognurton, Udal, Stanton, and others, 
Heylin, p. 228, 229. Their twice ſetting up one 
Feather /tone to perſonate the deceas'd King Edward, 
in order to draw the People from their Allegiance 
to their Soveraign, Heylin, ibid, Their Device of 
the pretended Spirit in the Mall, which was indeed 
a young Woman, by Name Elizabeth Crofts, who 
was in ſtructed to deliver many Things out of a Wall, 
in a Houſe near Alderſgate, againſt the Queen and 
her Religion, Heylin, p. 207. The Books of Good - 
man and Knex, tending to ſtix up the People to Re- 
pellion 
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bellion [and even to murder the Queen] Heylrn, p. 
204.--- T heir flinging a Dagger at Dr. Zourn preach- 
ing at St. Paul's Croſs, Heylin, p. 192, and ſhooting 
a Gun at Dr. Pendleton preaching in the ſame Place, 
the Bullet of which narrowly miſs'd him, Heylin, p. 
217. Their Prayers in their Congregations for the 
Queen's Death, Holin, ilid. Their wounding a 
Prieſt at Maſs in St. Margaret's Weſtminſter. Bun- 
net's Abridgment, Book 3. p. 278. And other ſuch- 
like Proceedings, ſo very diſagreeable to the Spirit of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, and irreconcileable with 
the Notion of an Apoſtolical Reformation. 

Fourthly, That in the greater Part of the King- 
dom, there were few or none of theſe Executions ; 
and that moſt of the Catholick Biſhops gave little or 
no Encouragement to them. For Proof of which 
we find, in Dr. Hcylin's Hiſtory, p. 226, 227. 
That in all the Province of Jer (containing five 
Dioceſes, wiz. York, Durham, Carliſle, Cheſter and 
Han) there was only one that ſuffer'd, viz. George 
March of Cheſter ; in the four Dioceſes of Tales 
but three; in the Dioceſes of Exeter, Nells, Peter- 
berongh and Lincoln (the largeſt in the Kingdom) but 
one a piece; two in that of Ely; three apiece in 
_ Choſe of Briffel and Salis; and none at all in 
thoſe of Oxon, Gloceter, Worceſter and Hereford. 

Q. Did nit many Proteſtants leave the Kingdom 
in Queen Mary's Days? 

A. Yes; ſome Hundreds of them retired into Ger- 
many; where they met with no Encouragement at 
all from the Lutherans; who, .as we Jearn from 
Dr. Helin, p. 250. abominated nothing more than 
an Exgliſb Proteſtant, becauſe of their denying the 
Real Preſence; and therefore look'd upon all thoſe 
that ſuffer'd in this Reign as the Devils Martyrs ; 
but at Fran#fort, and ſome other Places, where the 
Zuinglian and Calvinian Goſpel prevail'd, they 
were more favourably recciy'd, Here they fell into 
great 
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great Diſputes amongſt themſelves about the Com- 
mon Prayer-Book ; which Diſſenſions begun abroad 
were brought home at their Return in Queen Eliæa- 
beth's Reign, and gave Rite to the Sect of the Pu- 
ritans, which made ſo much Stir in her Days. See 
Dr. Helin, p. 229, 230, Ec. | 

Q. Mus nat the Princeſs Elizabeth caſt into Pri- 


en by her S 7 er Queen Mar y ? 


A. Ves; the was ſent to the Titer, and aſter- 
wards to I/:d/tack ; where ſhe was fora Time un- 
der Confinement, upon Suſpicion of having had a 
hand in J/at's Rebellion; who, it ſeems, had ac- 


cuſed her of being privy to his Deſigns (tho' after- 


wards he recall'd it at his Death.) Howeverit was, 


ſhe was ſet at Liberty by the Mediation of King 


Philip, and enjoy'd that Liberty all the reſt of her 
Siſter's Days: So that 'tis but a vulgar Error, that 
ſhe was Priſoner at the Time of Queen Mary's 
Death, and from the Tower came out to reign, The 
contrary is evident from all our Hiſtorians. 

Q. I bat publick Works of Piety did Queen Ma- 
ry perform in her ſhort Reign? 

A. She reſtored the Biſhoprick of Durham, which 
was diſſolved by Act of Parliament in the foregoing 
Reign, and given to the Crown ; and many other 
Poſſeſſions belonging to the Biſhopricks of I/incheſ< 
ter, Exeter, &c, were recovered in her Time; not 
to ſay, that the Church of England ſtands indebted 


to Queen Mary for almoſt all the poſſeſſes, which 


would have all been luit, had not this Queen put a 
Stop to the ſacrilegious Rapacity of the Court-Re- 
formers. She allo reſtored the Tenths and Fir- 


fruits to the Clergy, which had been veſted in the 


Crown in the Tine of her Father and her Brother, 
She declared to her Council her Reſolution of gi- 
Ving up all Church-Lands whatſoever which were in 
her Poſteſſion, expreſly refuſing (as her Words are 


quoted by Dr. Z1:ylin, p. 235.) either to claim or re- 
| tan 
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tain the faid Lands for hers, but freely and willingly 
ſurrendering them to be diſpoſed of by the Church, 
in ſuch manner as ſhould be deem'd the moſt for 
the Honour of God, and Good of the Kingdom : 
Adding withal, to thoſe that objected that the Dig- 
nity of the Crown could not.be honourably main- 
tain'd without the aforeſaid Poſſeſſions, that ſhe ſet 
more by the Salvation of her Soul, than by ten fuch 
Kingdoms. She reſtored the Abbey of WW:/tminſter 
to the Benedictine Monks; Sheen to the Carthuſians, 
and Sion to the Brigittin Nuns; endowing the two 
latter with Lands proportionable to the Maintenance 
of the Religious. She repair'd St. Zohn's, near 
Smithfield, for the Knights of St. Fohn of Feruſalem, 
aſſigning a liberal Endowment to it for their more 
honourable Suſtenance. She reſtored the Hoſpital of 
the Savey, diſſolved in her Brother's Time; ſhe 
built the publick Schools in the Univerſity of Ox- 
ord She alſo built a Convent for the Dominicans, 
or Black- Fryers, in Smithfield ; and rebuilt the Con- 
vent of the Franciſcans of the ftrifter Obſervance at 
Greenwich ; which Houſe was the firſt that fell un- 
der the Diſpleaſure of King Henry VIII. Concern- 
ing theſe Foundations, ſee Dr. Heylin, p. 235, 
236, 237, and 254. 
Q. What was the Provocation given by the Fryers 
of Greenwich t King Henry VIII, which made 
them incur his Diſpleaſure more than the reſt of the 
Religious? 

A. The Hiſtory of the whole Matter is thus re- 
lated by Hewes upon Stow, p. 562. The firſt 
« that openly reſiſted, or reprehended the King, 
„% touching his Marriage with Anna Bolen, was one 
« Fryer Pete [or Porte] a fimple Man, yet very 
« devout, of the Order of the Obſervants. This 
„Man, preaching at Greenwich, upon the 22d Chap- 
«© ter of the third Book of Kings, viz. the laſt Part 
of the Story of Achab, ſaying, Even where the 

«« Dogs 


* 


cc 


&« your Folly and frail Afections, upon 


cc 
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Dogs licked the Bld of Nabaoth, even there ſhall 
Dogs lick thy Blond alſo, O King. And there- 
withal ſpake of the lying Prophets, which abus'd 
the King, c. I am, faith he, that Michæas, 
whom you will hate, becauſe I muſt tell you truly, 
that this Marriage ts un _ : And I know that 
T ſhall eat the Bread of Afliction, and drink the 
Mater of Sarrow ; yet becauſe our Lord hath put 


it into my Mouth, I muſt ſpeak it. And when he 


own worldly Promotion ; and by that means betray 


* your Soul, your Honour and Paſterity, to obtain fat 
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Benefices, to become rich Abbots, and get Epiſcopal 
Furiſdiftion, and other Ecclefiaſtical Dignities: 
theſe, I ſay, are the four hundred Prophets, who in 
the Spirit of Lying ſee# to deceive you. But tale 
good heed, left yau, being ſeduced, find Achab's 
Puniſhment, &c. ſaying, It was one of the grea- 
teſt Miſeries in Princes to be daily abuſed by Flat- 
terer. 

The next Sunday Dr. Curwin preach'd in the 
ſame Place, who moſt ſharply reprehended Peto 
and his Preaching, calling him Dog, Slanderer, 
baſe beggarly Fryer, Rebel, Traitor, &c. And 
having ſpoken much in Commendation of the 
King's Marriage —— ſuppoſing that he had ut- 
terly ſuppreſs'd Peto and his Partakers, lifted up 
his Voice and ſaid, I ſpeak to thee Peto, which 
makeft thyſelf Michæas, that thou may fl fpeat 
Evil of Kings : But now thou art not to be found, 
being fled for Fear and Shame, as being unable to 
anſwer my Arguments, And whilſt he thus ſpake, 
there was one E//tow, a- Fellow-Fryer to Pato, 
ſtanding in the Rood-loft, who faid to Dr. Cur- 
win : 9 Geed 
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&« Gord Sir, you know that Father Peto, as he wa® 
cc commanded, is now gone to a Previncial Council 
« held at Canterbury; and nt fied for fear of you ; 
« for To- morroto he will return again, In the mean 
&« time, I am here, as another Michæas, tnd will 
« lay dawn my Life to prove all thoſe Things true, 
& qwhich he hath taught out of the holy Scripture, and 
& to this Combat I challenge thee, before God, and all 
&« equal Judges: Even unta thee, Curwin, I ſay, 
« which art one of the four hundred falſe Prophets, 
« into whom the Spirit of Lying is enter'd, and ſeek- 
« 22, by Adultery, to eſtabliſh a Succeſſim ; betraying 
&« the King unto endleſs Perditian, mere for thine own 
& Vain-gliry, and Hope of Promotion, than fir Diſ- 
&« charge of thy cligged Conſcience, and the King's 
« Salvation. 

« This Z/7av waxed hot, and ſpake very car- 
«© neſtly, ſo as they could not make him ceaſe his 
« Speech, until the King himſelf bad him hold his 
«+ Peace: And gave Order, that he and Pets ſhould 
4 be convened before the Council; which was done 
« the next Day. And when the Lords had rebu- 
« ked them, then the Earl of E told them, that 
ce they had deſerv'd to be put into a Sack and caſt 
« into the Thames: Whereunto Ea ſmiling 
« ſaid, Threaten theſe Things to rich and dainty Per- 
& ſons, who are cloathed in Purple, fare delicicuſfy, 
« and have their chieſeſt Hope in this Merld. For 
« we eſteem them not; but are joyſul, that fer the 
« Diſcharge of our Duty we are driven hence : And, 
« with thanks to God, we know the Tay ts Heaven to 


&« be as ready by Mater, as by Land ; and therefore 


6 we care net which IA ay we go. 

Theſe Fryers were baniſh'd the Realm, but re- 
call'd again by Queen Mary, when one of them 
was made Guardian of that Convent which the 
Queen had reſtored, and the other Confeſior to the 
Queen, Burne,*s Ab ig. Back 3. p. 285, Who alſo 

5 acquaints 
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acquaints us, p. 318, that Peyto was afterwards 
made Cardinal, and deſign'd for the Pope's Legate 
in this Kingdom. 

Q. o was it that was ſent from Rome in Qua- 
lity of the Pope's Legate to reconcile this Kingdom to 
that See ? 

A. Cardinal Poel, who, upon Cranmer's Condem- 
nation, was alſo made Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Burnet, in his Abridgment, Book 3. p. 333» 
gives him in ſhort this Character: Pool was a lear- 
ned, humble, prudent and moderate Man. And Dr. 
Heylin, p. 197, tells us, that he was of the Blood- 
Royal ; A Man of eminent Learning and exemplary 
Life. His great Friends and Confidents were two 
Italian Divines, whom he brought over with him, 
Ormanette, who was afterwards Grand Vicar to St. 
Carli Borromeo, and finally Biſhop of Padua; and 
Priuli, whom at his Death he left his Executor, 
« But as Peel, ſays Dr. Burnet, p. 333, had not 
& ſtudied to heap up much Wealth; fo Priuli, who 
« had refuſed a Cardinals Hat---gave it all away, 
« and reſerved nothing to himſelf, but his Breviary 
« and Diary. 

Q. What Character have Proteflant Hifforians 
given Queen Mary? 

A. She was, ſays Dr. Burnet [ Abridgm. Bock 3. 

. 212.] a Lady of great Virtues. She was a Prin- 
5 never ſufficiently ta be commended of all Men, 


ſays Mr. Camden [in his Elizabeth, p. 10.] for prous + 


and religious Demeanour, her Commiſeration tnwards 
the Par, and her Munificence and Liberality tœwardi 
the Nobility and Churchmen, In a word, the grea- 
teſt Fault that is objected to her by Proteſtants, 
is, that ſhe was too religious. Her Mother, Queen 
Catharine, had brought her up in the Fear of God : 
For ſbe was a devout "and exemplary Woman ; fhe uſed 
to work with her aun Hands, and kept her Nomen 
at work with her, The Severities [ Mortiftications] 
| and 
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and Devotions that were known to her Prieſts, and 


ber Almſdeeds joined to the Troubles ſhe fell in, begat 


a high Efteem of her in all Sorts of People. Burnet 
Abridgm. B. 1. p. 15 2. 


— — 


CHAF.-VIL 


Of the Reign of Duecen Elizabeth, and of the State 
of Religion in her Days. 
Q. JJ O fucceeded Queen Mary in the King- 
dum? 

A. Her Siſter Elizabeth; who ſoon revers'd all 
that her Siſter had done in Favour of the Roman 
Catholick Religion; in which ſhe procured the 
Concurrence of her Parliament; tho', as we are 
told by the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, it was by a 
very inconſiderable Plurality in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, notwithſtanding the great Induſtry which 
had been uſed in the Elections, to return ſuch Mem- 
bers as were thought moſt likely to comply with 
the Queen's Intentions. And as for the Clergy, the 
Lords Spiritual, the whole Houſe of Convocation, 
and both the Univerſities oppoſed the Change. See 
Fuller, l. q. and Dr. Heylin, p. 285, 286. 

Q. What Religion did Quetn Elizabeth profeſs du- 
ring her Siſter's Reign? 

A. The Roman Catholick ; reſorting to Maſs, 
and going to Confeſſion, and, as we learn from Dr. 
Heylin, p. 272. ſeeming not a little diſcontented, that 
ſhe could not gain jo much upon the Queen by her out- 
ward Conformity, as to believe that ſhe was Catho- 
lickly affected. She was alſo crowned according to 
the Order of the Roman Pontifical, by Dr. Owen 
Oglethorp, Biſhop of Carliſle, Heylin, p. 278. and 
conſequently took the uſual Oath there preſcribed, 
che Papiſts think ſhe never defign'd to keep it. 

hs Q. bat 
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Q. Nat was the Motive which made this Queen 

reſolve upon a Change of Religion? l 
A. *T was becauſe ſhe knew full well, ſays Dr. 
Heylin, p. 275, that her Legitimation and the Pope's 
Supremacy could not fland together, and that ſhe could 
not poſſibly maintain the one without diſcarding the 
ether. However, ſhe was ſo politick as to proceed 
gradually in this Change; at firſt prohibiting all Diſ- 
putes about Matters of Religion, and all Preaching, 
except to ſuch as ſhould be licenſed by her Authori- 
25 ſo that no Sermon at all was preached at St. 
aul's Croſs, or any publick Place in London, till 
the Eaſter following. About the ſame time, ſhe 
publiſh'd another Proclamation, forbidding any Al- 
teration in Religion, or Innovation in the Rites and 
Ceremonies of it, till further Orders. Thus ſhe 
retain'd for a while the Maſs, and the whole Wor- 
ſhip of the Roman Church, excepting the Elevation 
of the Sacrament, which ſhe forbid to the Prieſt or 
Biſhop, that officiated at the Altar in the Chapel- 
Royal. See Heylin, p. 276, 277, Soon after theſe 
Proclamations, ſhe procured her Supremacy in Spi- 
rituals to be aſſerted by Parliament, tho' with great 
Oppoſition from the Clergy. And not long after 
the Sacrifice of the Maſs was aboliſh'd, and the 
Common-Prayer (which the Queen had order'd te 
be reviſed and corrected) was reftor'd, tho', as ſome 
ſay, but with the Difference of ſix Voices in the 
Houſe of Commons. The next Month after theſe 
Alterations, the Oath of Supremacy was tender'd to 
the Biſhops and Clergy : And ſoon after the Images 
of Chri/t were removed out of the Churches, broken 
down and burnt. See Sir Richard Baker, p. 47 4. 
Yet it ſeems the Queen had a ſneaking Kindneſs for 
the Crucifix, which ſhe retain'd many Years upon 
the Altar of her Chappel, till, at the Inſtigation of Sir 
Thomas Knalles, it was broke in pieces by Pach the 
Fool. And as for the Doctrine of the Real Pre- 
ſence 


* 
3 
F 
# 
: 
5 
Þ 


— -- o — —— 


68 A ſhort Hiſtory of the 


fence, it ſeems ſhe continued to the End to be a 


Well-wiſher to it, See Dr. Heylin, p. 296. 

Q. H did the Biſhops and Clergy behave them- 
ſelves in this Change of Religion © 
A. You ſhall hear from Dr. Hcylin, p. 286. 
It was upon the 8th of May [ 1559] that the Par- 
« lament ended, and on the 24th of June, that 
«© the publick Liturgy [of the Common-Prayer] was 
& to be officiated in all the Churches of the King- 
© dom. In the Performance of which Service, the 
«© Biſhops giving no Encouragement, and many of 
the Clergy being backward in it, it was thought fit 
to put them to the final Teſt, and either to bring 
«© them to Conformity, or to beſtow their Places 
and Preferments on more tractable Perſons. The 
« Biſhops at that Time had been reduced into a 
5 narrower Number than at any Time before — 
And they being called in the Beginning of Juh- - 
were required to take the Oath of Supremacy--- 
& Kitching of Landaff only takes it, who having 
formerly ſubmitted unto every Change, reſolved 
& toſhew himſelf no Chang/ing---By all the reſt it 
« was refuſed --- who were thereupon deprived of 
6 their ſeveral Biſhopricks, p. 287. The Biſhops 
«« being thus put to it, the Oath is tender'd next to 
& the Deans and Dignitaries, and by degrees alſo 
ce to the rural Clergy ; refuſed by ſome, and took 
& by others, as it ſeem'd moſt agreeable to their 
& Conſciences or particular Ends. For the Refuſal 
c whereof, or otherwiſe not conforming to the 
& publick Liturgy, I find no more to have been de- 


cc 


cc 
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« prived of their Preferments than fourteen Biſbæps, 


c ſix Abbets, Priers and Governors of religious Or- 
& ders, twelve Deans, and as many Archaeacons, 
c fifteen Preſidents or Maſters of Colleges, fifty 
&« Prebendaries of Cathedral Churches, and about 


« eighty Parſons or Vicars---By the Deprivations of 


* theſe, but principally by the Death of ſo many 
cc in 
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c in the lait Year's Sickneſs, there was not a ſuf- 
&« ficient Number of learned Men to ſupply the 
e Cures, which filled the Church with an ignorant 
„ and illiterate Clergy, whoſe Learning went no 
further than the Liturgy, or Book of Homilies.” 
So far the Doctor, who in another place, viz. p. 
247, gives us to underſtand, tho' in quoting the 
Words of Mr. Raf/ta!, of what kind of People this 
Clergy was made up, viz. of Coblers, Weavers, 
Tinkers, Tanners, Cardmakers, Tapſters, Fidlers, 
Taylors, Bag-pipers, Alebaſters, &c. 
QI ho were the Queen's chief Minifters of State 
that helped her in the eſtabliſhing of the reformed Goſs 
el? 
F A. The chief of them was Sir Villiam Cecil, 
whom ſhe created Lord Burleigh, and Lord High 
Treaſurer of England, He had been made Secretary 
1. State in K. Edward VI. Days, and was a great 
nſtrument of Dudly's Ambition, whoſe Turn he 
ſerved againſt his old Maſter the Duke of Somerſet, 
and therefore was pitched upon, as the fitteſt and 
readieſt Man for drawing up the Deed, by which 
the two Siſters, Mary and Elizabeth, were both to be 
excluded from the Succeſſion, Heylin, p. 151. How- 
ever, he ſoon after forſook his Friend Dudley, as he 
had done Samerſet before (fee Heylin, p. 119, and 
156) and counterfeited the Catholick fo well in 
Queen Man's Days, as to be in great Favour with 


Cardinal Pool, and ſeem'd as zealous as any one in 


promoting that Religion; upon which Account, 
Mix (as we learn from Dr. Ilalin, in tis Hiſtory 
ef Preſbytery, p. 244) upbraided him afterwards with 
having conſented to the ſuppreſſing of the true Goſ- 


pel of Chriſt, to the erecting of Idolatry, and to 


the ſhedding of the Blood ot <70d's Children, during 
Queen Mary's Ren. But this Queen was no ſooner 
dead, but he turn'd Sides once more, and was no 


ſmall Gainer by fo dying, making up to himſelf a 


good 
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good Eſtate out of Biſhops Lands. See Heylin, p. 
310. Theother Miniſters that were moſt eager in 
promoting the Reformation, were Walfingham, 
Knolles, &c. concerning whom a late Proteſtant 
Hiſtorian (Short View of Engliſh Hiftory, p. 234.) 
has told us, that this Queen had the maſt wicked Mi- 
niſtry that ever was known in any Reign Which is 
the leſs to be admired, if what Dr. Heylin writes, 
- 339, 340, be true, viz. That Robert Dudley, 
rl of Leicefler, the Queen's great Favourite, had 
the diſpoſing of all Offices in Gur and State, and 
of all Preferments in the Church. For Leicefter is 
repreſented in Hiſtory, as ene of the worſt of Men, 
Fliggons, p. 230; who had all the Ambition and ill 
Principles of his Father Northumberland ; who broke 
the Neck of his Wife down Stairs, in hopes of 
matching himſelf with the Queen, Higgens, p. 233. 
A Man, fays Dr. Heylin, p. 339, 340, © fo un- 
„ appeaſable in his Malice, and unſatiable in his 
« Lufts; fo ſacrilegious in his Rapines ; ſo falſe in 
4 Promiſes, and treacherous in Point of Truſt; and, 
finally, fo deſtructive of the Rights and Properties 
« of particular Perſons, that his little Finger lay far 
« heavier on the Engliſb Subjects, than the Loins of 
« of all the Favourites of the two laſt Kings.” 80 
far Dr. Heylin. 
QQ How fared it with the Lands and Paſſeſſions of 
the Church — this Government ? 1 
A. A great Part of the Church Lands, which 
had eſcaped the Rapacity of King Henry and King 
Edward's Days, or had been again reſtored to the 
- Church by Queen Mary, were now madea Prey to 
the Court Harpies; as may be ſeen in Dr. Heylin, 
p. 280, 292, 293, 295, 310, 311, 328. 
. What Encouragement did Diſſenters meet with 
in this Reign ? 
A. The Zuinglian or Calvinian Goſpellers, com- 
monly called Puritans, had many Friends at — 
an 
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and were very ſtrong and numerous; and, had not 
the Queen been a cloſe Friend to the Common-Pray- 
er, would certainly have baniſhed it the Kingdom. 
The Brotoniſis fared not ſo well; for Coppin and 
Thocker were hanged at St. Edmund - Bury, Anno 
Dom. 1583, for publiſhing Brown's Book, written 
againſt the Common-Prayer-Book : And Alex. Roſs, 
gives us to underſtand, that other Brotoniſts alſo ſuf- 
fer'd, when he calls Barrow their firſt Martyr, Sect. 
12. Q: 2. As to other Sectaries, ohn Lewes and 
Matthew Hammond were burnt in this Queen's 
Time for Hereticks ; and Hacket was executed, pa 
ly for Hereſy and Blaſphemy. Likewiſe ſeveral 
others in her Time were condemn'd, and recanti 
bore their Faggots. See Hellinſhead, Q. Eliz. Anno 
Reg. 21 and 25; and Stow, p. 679, 680. 

Q. What Kind of Treatment did the Roman Ca- 
thalicks receive from this Queen? 

A. Moſt ſevere Laws were enacted againſt them, 
by which all Prieffs, and all ſuch as harbour'd them, 
item, all ſuch as ſhould be reconciled to the Church 
of Rome, were liable to be put to Death. 

Q. Were theſe Laws ever put in Execution? 

A. Yes they were, during this Queen's Reign ; 
and more or leſs in every Reign ſince, till K. James 
the Second. As for the Time of Queen Elizabeth, 
of whom we are now ſpeaking, not to mention ma- 
ny that ſuffer d, in Conſequence of theſe Laws, in 
all Parts of the Country, I ſhall here ſet down, out of 
Stow's Chrenicle, ſeveral that ſuffer'd in and about 
London, according to the Years in which theſe Exe- 
cutions happen'd. 

1578. Jahn Nelſon (Prieſt) for denying the 
ueen's Supremacy, and ſuch other traiterous 
Words againſt her Majeſty, was drawn from 


Newgate to Tyburn, and there hang'd, bowel'd, 
„ and quarter'd. 
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cc 
cc 
6c 


cc 
ec 
40 
cc 
T7 
cc 
( 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


was drawn from the Tower of Lindon to Tyburn, 
and there hang'd, bowel'd and quatter'd for the 
like Treaſon. 

1581. Everard Hanſe, a ſeminary Prieſt, 
was, in the Seſſtons-Hall in the Old Baile, ar- 
raign'd ; where he affirmed, that himſelf was ſub- 
ject to the Pope in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and that 
the Pope hath now the ſame Authority here in 
England that he had a hundred Years paſt, with 
other traiterous Speeches ; for the which he was 
condemn'd and executed, 

1584. The 7th of February, John Fenn, 
George Hay dect, Fohn Munden, Fohn Nutter, and 
Thomas Hemerford, were all found guilty of High 
Treaſon, in being made Prieſts beyond the Seas, 
and by the Pope's Authority, ſince a Statute made 
in Anno Prims of her Majeſty's Reign; and had 
Judgment to be hang'd, bowel'd nd quarter'd ; 
which were all executed at Tzþurn on the 12th of 
February. 

1586, © Nichalas Devereux was condemn'd for 


T reaſon, in being made a Seminary Prieſt at Rhemes 
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--- alſo Edmund Barber, made Prieſt as aforeſaid, 
was likewiſe condemned of Treaſon ; and both 
drawn to Tzburn, and there hang'd, bowel'd and 
quarter'd. 


«© William Thomſon, alias Blackburn, made Prieſt 
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at Rhemes, and Richard Lea alias Lang, made 
Prieſt at Lyons in France, and remaining here, 
contrary to the Statute, were both condemn d, 
and on the 20th of Hril draun to Tyburn, and 
there hang'd, bowel'd and quarter'd. 

The 8th of October, Fohn Low, J. an, and 
Richard Dibaale, being befo;e condemn'd for 
Treaſon in being made Prieſts ! by Authority of 
the Biſhop of Rome, vw ere drawn to Tyburn, and 


1588, 


there hang'd, bowel'd nd quarter'd, 
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1588. The 26th of Augu/t were condemn'd 
« fix Perſons for being made Prieſts beyond the Seas 
« ..-four temporal Men for being reconciled to the 
« Roman Church ; and four others for relieving and 
« abetting the others. And on the 28th, V. Dean 
« and H. Web were hang'd at the Miles-End : N. 
*< Gunter at the Theater R. Morton and Hugh 
« Door in Lincaln's-Inn-Fields : T. Afton at Cler- 
« kenwell: T. Felton and James Clerkſon, between 
„ Brentford and Honflow. And on the goth of 
«© Augu/t, R. Flower, Ed. Shelley, R. Leigh, R. 
Martin, J. Rach, and Margaret Ward Gentle- 
«© woman (which had convey'd a Cord to a Prieft in 
C Brigewell, by means of which he had made his 
«© Eſcape) were hang'd at Tyburn. 

«© The 23d of September, a Seminary Prieſt, na- 
«© med Flower, was bang'd, headed and quarter'd at 
«« Kingſton. 

« The 5thof October, J. N eldm and IF. Hart- 
© ley, made Prieſts at Paris, and remaining here, 
<< contrary to the Statute, were hang'd, the one at 
the Miles-End, the other nigh the Theater And 
„ Rahert Sutton, for being reconciled to the See of 
«© Rome, was hang'd at Clerkemwel!. 

1589. Chriſtopher Bales, made Prieſt beyond 
Sea, was convicted of T reaſon, for remaining in 
© this Realm, contrary to a Statute. Alſo Nicholas 
Horner and Alexander Blake, convicted of Felony, 
for relieving of Bales, contrary to the like Statute. 
*© Theſe were all executed on the 4th of ſarch. 

1591. The 10th of December, three Seminary 


«© Prieſts, for being in this Realm, contrary to the 


e Statute, and four others for relieving of them, 

„ were executed. 

„Two of them, viz. a Seminary named Jron- 

„ onger, and Swithin Walls, Gentleman, in Gray” ;- 

% In- Hields, on the * of Hellorn; Bla 
© ten 
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«< ton and White, Seminaries, and three others, their 
«<< Abettors, at Tyburn. 

© The 18th of February, Thomas Portmore was 
cc convicted of two ſeveral High Treaſons; the one 
© for being a ſeminary Prieſt ; and the other for 
<< recenciling John Barwys, Haberdaſher----Themas 
*© Portmore was executed in Paul's Church ard. 

1594-5. ** The 18th of February, one named 
„Harrington, a ſeminary Prieſt, was drawn from 
«« Newgate to Tyburn, and there hang'd, cut down 
&* alive, ſtruggled with the Hangman, but was 
«© bowelPd and quarter'd. 

1594-5. © February 20. Southwell a Jeſuit, that 
* long time had lain Priſoner in the Tawer of Lon- 
«© don, was arraign'd at the King's-Bench Bar: He 
«© was condemned, and on the next Morning drawn 
« from Newgate to Tyburn, and there hang'd, 
<< bowell'd and quarter'd. 

1598. The 12th of Jul, one Jones alias 
« Buckly, a Prieſt made beyond the Seas---was con- 
„ demned of Treaſon for coming into this Realm, 
&« contrary to a Statute ; was drawn to St. Thomas 
* Waterings, and there hang'd, bowell'd and quar- 
4 quarter'd.” So far Mr. Stow. | 

Q. What do Proteſtants look upon as the greateſt 
Blat in Queen Elizabeth's *Scutcheon ? 

A. Her putting to Death Mary Queen of Scots, a 
Moman, ſays Camden TElizab, 1 1615. p. 458.] moſt 
conflant in her Religion, of an extraordinary Piety 
towards God, of an invincible Courage, of a Pru- 
dence above her Sex, and a moſt accompliſh'd Beauty; 
brought to the Scaffold, in a Country, ſays Mr. Hig- 
gons, þ. 241, whither he was invited by the moſt ſo- 
. lemn Aſſurances of Protection, Honour and Safety ; 
all which were violated, fit by an Impriſonm 4 
nineteen Years, and afterwards by an 2 Death. 
The Manner of this Queen's Death, ſays the fame 


Author, Short View, &c. p. 240. her Reſignation to 
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the Will of God, her Greatneſs of Spirit, which ſeem'd 
ſupported by ſome other Power than the common ii 
tance of natural Courage, have recommended her 
Name to the Vmneration of future Ages, and cover'd 
the Authors of this barbarous Cruelty with indelible 
Inf and Reproach --- They carried their Cruel 
to [ach a degree, as to deny ber- Aſſytance of her 
gen Father in her laſt Agony, a Favcur not refuſed 
by Chriſtian Charity to the moſt common Malefactor; 
but they reſolved to be all of a Piece, and ſhew no 
more Mercy to her Soul than her Body, Thus this 
Proteſtant Gentleman. 

Q. Haw did Queen Elizabeth die 

A. Some time before her Death ſhe fell into a ſet- 
tled and habitual Melancholy, in which ſhe continu- 
ed till ſhe died. Of the Cauſe of this Melancholy 
Authors ſpeak variouſly ; ſome attributing it to the 
Death of Eſex, others to other Cauſes. However, 
her Anguiſh of Mind was exceflive ; ſo that ſhe 
would ſcarce ſpeak at all, and what little ſhe ſpoke, 
was moſtly to this effect: That ſhe was a wretched 
and forlorn Woman; that her Conggion was ſtrange- 
ly alter'd ; that her Neck was We, Sc. See 
Camd. p. 659, 660, 

With this Queen's Death we ſhall end our Hiſto- 
ry of the Proteſtant Religion, which waschiefly by 
her Means eſtabliſh'd upon its preſent Bottom in this 
Kingdom. We ſhall only add, that ſince her Time, 
Sets and Diviſions in Religion have been very much 
multiplied amongſt us ; ſo that Dr. Walton, in the 
Preface to his Pohglot, had too great Reaſon to com- 
plain, ©* that Arifarchus heretofore could ſcarce find 
«© ſeven wiſe Men in Greece, but that with us ſcarce 
arg to be found fo many Ideots : For all are Doc- 
tos, all divinely learned; there is not ſo much as 
«© thg meaneſt PFanatick or Fack-pudding, who does 
«. not give you his own Dreams for the Word of 
* God, For the bottomleſs Pit ſeems to have been 
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« ſet open, from whence a Smoke has riſen, which 
c has darken'd the Heavens and the Stars, and Lo- 
«© cuſts are come out with Stings, a numerous Rae 
* of Sectaries and Heteticks, who have renewed al! 
<< the ancient Hereſies, and invented many mon- 

. ſtrous Opinions of their own ---- Theſe hag fil- | 
led our Cities WW lages, Camps, Houſesg nay | 
< our Churches Pulpits too, and lead | 
<< deluded People with them to the Pit of Perdi- 
% tion. So far Dr. Walten, who, if he had lived 
ſomething longer, might have ſtil} more juſtly com- 
plain'd of Monſters of another kind, which have 
ſince over-run the Land, wiz. Atheiſts, Deifts, La- 
titudinarians, Free-thinkers, c. which have almoſt | 
baniſh'd Religion from this Kingdom; and laugh'd | 

deut of Doors both the Belief and Practice of Chr | 
. Vanity. But enough of this. | 
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